
 

The National Implementation Report (NIR) of Armenia under the Aarhus Convention (hereinafter referred to 

as the "Convention") was prepared by the National Focal Point with the active participation of the the 

Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Armenia (RA) , other relevant governmental bodies, Yerevan 

Aarhus Centers, Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) the Ministry of Environment, and A. Iskoyan 

Environmental Law Research Center of the Yerevan State University (YSU) and other interested 

stakeholders other relevant governmental bodies. 

To this end, an online questionnaire was developed jointly with the National Focal Point, 

specifically designed for representatives of non-governmental organizations (hereinafter referred to 

as "NGOs") specializing in environmental matters. 

 What are the legal acts that restrict public participation in various environmental activities?  

 Public involvement in environmental awareness programs implemented jointly with state 

authorities. 

 Are there any legal obstacles to the participation of non-governmental organizations in 

environmental protection processes? 

 What obstacles are encountered in the process of obtaining environmental information from 

state bodies? 

 Which websites do NGOs use to access environmental information? 

 What obstacles have emerged in obtaining environmental information during the COVID-19 

pandemic and the Artsakh war? 

 What are the issues among others related to the practical implementation of the “Law on 

Environmental Impact Assessment and Expertise”?
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 The draft 

Decision of the RA Prime Minister on the “Working procedure and formation of the public council 

under the RA Ministers” was developed and submitted for discussions. The draft includes targeted 

solutions to the gaps and issues resulted from monitoring and investigation procedures.
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The following key issues were identified during the focus group discussions of access to information 

(environmental information and awareness-raising): 

• The information presented during the EIA process is often incomplete, limiting the public's 

ability to form a well-grounded opinion. 

• The uncertainties of the legal status of Aarhus Centers hinders institutional stability and public 

engagement. 

• The level of awareness about the environmental legislation is low, especially in smaller 

communities. 

• Selective approaches to information dissemination undermine the principles of equality and 

transparency. 

• A lack of media literacy contributes to the spread of misinformation. 

• Responses from government agencies to inquiries by citizens and NGOs are often incomplete 

or insufficiently substantiated. 

• Official websites contain incomplete information and are often irregularly updated. 

• There are no subscription tools available to access updates on environmental news or 

legislative changes.  

• The lack of data protection may jeopardize the integrity of decision-making processes. 

• Some communities lack digital rapid response tools (e.g., SMS, Telegram); however, certain 

communities do have the technical capacity to send alerts via SMS. The Yerevan Municipality uses the 

Telegram platform on a daily basis to ensure rapid dissemination of messages. 

• Local self-government bodies lack sufficient capacity and tools to implement effective public 

awareness activities. 
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3. . 

1. In cooperation with the Secretariat of the Aarhus Convention and at the request of the 

Minister of Environment of the Republic of Armenia, the United Nations Economic 

Commission for Europe (UNECE) engaged international experts to assess Armenia’s 

legislative framework and institutional arrangements. Drawing on international best 

practices, the experts provided recommendations regarding the necessary legislative 

amendments and the potential governing body for the Pollutant Release and Transfer 

Register (PRTR) system.  

2.  In July 2024, in collaboration with the Secretariat of the Convention and the PRTR Protocol, and 

with the support of the Environmental Project Implementation Unit (EPIU), a hybrid-format thematic 

discussion was held at the MoE. The event was attended by staff of the Ministry, international 

experts, and Christophe Ducoté, the environmental affairs officer from the PRTR Protocol 

Secretariat.   
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 According to the international experts, Armenia’s legislation provides a sufficiently solid 

foundation in line with the PRTR Protocol. 
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