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I. The process through which the Report was prepared

Please provide brief information about the process of preparing this Report, including
details about the types of public authorities that were consulted or contributed to
the preparation of the Report, how the public was consulted, how the results of
public discussions were taken into account, and the materials that served as the
basis for preparing the Report.

Answer:

In the context of launching the seventh reporting cycle by the Parties to the
Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making, and
Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, the preparation process, initiated by the
Ministry, took place in several stages as follows:

II.

Starting with the publication of the announcement on April 2, 2025, on the
official website of the Ministry (
)i

which launched an invitation to central public administration authorities and
their structural subdivisions, local public administration authorities, scientific
and research institutions, the business community, and non-governmental
organizations to provide available information regarding compliance with
commitments related to ensuring access to public information. This
invitation also extended to international, regional, and non-governmental
organizations engaged in programs supporting the implementation of the
Convention, requesting them to submit data on their activities and the
results achieved;

Sending official requests to the aforementioned entities after the
announcement was published, with a detailed and simplified questionnaire
(report format) aimed at obtaining concrete and comprehensive information
on compliance with commitments related to ensuring access to public
information, access to justice, and public participation in environmental
decision-making;

Synthesizing the obtained information and preparing the first draft of the
Report (in Romanian), including ensuring its publication on May 7, 2025, on the
official website of the Ministry (

) to obtain

comments from interested membgr-sadfﬂtnﬁémpublic;

Analyzing the received comments and finalizing the Report, including its re-
publication, also in the English translated version.

Specific circumstances relevant to the understanding of the Report

Please present any specific circumstances relevant to the understanding of the report,
such as whether there is a federal and/or decentralized decision-making structure,
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whether the provisions of the Convention have direct effect from the date of its entry
into force, or whether financial constraints are significant obstacles to implementation
(optional).

Answer:

The Republic of Moldova ratified the Aarhus Convention through the Parliament
Decision for the ratification of the Convention on Access to Information, Public
Participation in Decision-Making, and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters No.
346-X1V of April 7, 1999.

According to Article 8, paragraph (1) of the Constitution, the Republic of Moldova
respects the Charter of the United Nations and the international treaties to which it
is a party. Citizens of the Republic of Moldova benefit from the rights and freedoms
enshrined in the Constitution and other laws and have the obligations provided
therein. The provisions of the Convention facilitate ensuring the right of individuals
to access any information of public interest; thus, public authorities, according to
their respective competences, are obliged to properly inform citizens about public
affairs and issues of personal interest.

Access to information is regulated by a number of hormative acts:

- Law No. 148 of June 9, 2023, on access to public information, which establishes
the principles of state policy in the field of access to official information;

- Law No. 227 of 2022 on industrial emissions. The purpose of this law is to
establish the legal framework regarding the prevention of pollution caused by
industrial and economic activities to reduce emissions into air, water, and soil,
including waste generation, as well as environmental control, promotion, and
application of the best available techniques to achieve a high level of
environmental protection;

- Law No. 152/2022 on the regulation and control of genetically modified
organisms. This law establishes the normative and institutional framework
necessary for the obtaining, testing, use, commercialization of genetically
modified organisms, and import/export operations thereof, respecting the
precautionary principle to ensure human health and environmental protection,
considering the socioeconomic interests of the population and the country. To
ensure biosafety in the field of genetically modified organisms, the mentioned
activities are subject to a special regime of regulation and authorization in
accordance with the provisions of this law and the international treaties to which
the Republic of Moldova is a party;

- Law No. 195/2024 on personal data protection. This law applies to the processing
of personal data performed wholly or partly by automated means, as well as to
processing by other means than automated of personal data forming part of a
data record system or intended to form part of such a system;

- Government Decision No. 1467 of December 30, 2016, for the approval of the
Regulation on public access to environmental information. This Regulation
transposes Directive 2003/4/EC of the European Parliament and Council of
January 28, 2003, on public access to environmental information and repealing



Council Directive 90/313/EEC published in the Official Journal of the European
Union (OJ) No. L 41 of February 14, 2000. At the same time, this Regulation
guarantees the right of access to environmental information held by or for public
authorities and establishes the conditions, basic terms, and modalities for
exercising this right;

Law No. 239-XVI of November 13, 2008, on transparency in the decision-making
process, which sets applicable norms to ensure transparency in decision-making
within central and local public administration authorities, other public authorities,
and regulates their relations with citizens, legally established associations, and
other interested parties to facilitate participation in decision-making;

Government Decision No. 967 of August 9, 2016, on the mechanism of public
consultation with civil society in the decision-making process, establishing
procedures to ensure transparency in the preparation and adoption of decisions;

The Environmental Strategy approved by Government Decision No. 409 of June
12, 2024, aiming to guarantee the population of the Republic of Moldova the
right to a sustainable, unpolluted, and healthy environment, in harmony with
economic development and social well-being;

Law No. 99 of April 26, 2013, on the ratification of the Protocol on Pollutant
Release and Transfer Registers to the Convention on Access to Information,
Public Participation in Decision-Making, and Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters;

Law No. 86 of May 29, 2014, on environmental impact assessment partially
transposes Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and Council of
December 13, 2011, on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private
projects on the environment (codified text), published in the Official Journal of
the European Union No. L 26 of January 1, 2012, and establishes the legal
framework for the operation of the environmental impact assessment mechanism
for certain public and private projects or types of planned activities, to ensure
prevention or minimization, at early stages, of negative impacts on the
environment and public health;

Law No. 11 of March 2, 2017, on strategic environmental assessment, which
establishes the legal framework for conducting strategic environmental
assessment to ensure a high level of environmental protection, prevention, or
reduction of negative effects of certain plans and programs on the environment,
including public health;

Law No. 160 of July 22, 2011, on regulating entrepreneurial activity through
authorization;

Access to justice is ensured by the Administrative Code of the Republic of Moldova
No. 116 of July 19, 2018, which determines the legal status of participants in
administrative relations, the responsibilities of administrative public authorities
and courts competent to examine administrative disputes, and the rights and
obligations of participants in administrative and contentious administrative
procedures;

Civil Procedure Code No. 225 of May 30, 2003 - the civil procedural legislation
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establishes the procedure for adjudicating civil cases arising from civil, family,
labor, housing, land, environmental legal relations, and other legal relations,
cases with special or simplified procedures, as well as those related to the
enforcement of court acts and other authorities' acts.

III. Legislation, regulations, and other measures implementing the
general provisions of Article 3, paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 7, and 8.

List the legislation, regulations, and other measures implementing the general
provisions of Article 3, paragraphs 2, 3, 4, 7, and 8, of the Convention. Explain
how these paragraphs were implemented. In particular, describe:

(a) Regarding paragraph 2, the measures taken to ensure that officials and authorities
support and guide the public;

Answer:

One of the main functions of the Environmental Agency (EA) is to monitor the quality
of environmental factors in order to provide individuals and legal entities with
information regarding environmental quality, as well as to create and manage special
cadastres and registers, administer information and data systems for its activity fields,
and ensure public access to environmental information. To this end, the EA has
established subdivisions such as the Directorate for Integrated Environmental
Information Management, the Environmental Information, Education, and Ecological
Awareness Service, and the Media Information and Communication Service, and a
person responsible for public access to information of public interest has been
appointed within the EA. The Environmental Protection Inspectorate (EPI) manages
the electronic platform for reporting environmental incidents—"Ecoalert,” which is
available to the public and through which citizens can report environmental problems
to the EPI, track the problem-solving stages online, and receive notifications about
the solution. Regarding public involvement in decision-making, the National Bureau
of Statistics (NBS) has developed the “Regulation on Procedures for Consultation with
Civil Society in the Decision-Making Process,” which outlines the internal rules of the
NBS.

Within the General Prosecutor’s Office (GPO), by order of the Prosecutor General No.
12/3 of January 24, 2025, the "Section for Combating Environmental Crimes" was
created to unify the practice in the field of exercising and managing criminal
prosecution in cases concerning environmental protection and public interests.

The State Hydrometeorological Service (SHS), according to Article 24(1) of Law No.
368/2023 on meteorological and hydrological activity, “[...] publishes and
disseminates meteorological and hydrological data and information in the public
space, including data on weather, climate, as well as forecasts, warnings about
dangerous meteorological and hydrological phenomena, natural environmental
hazards, associated phenomena, specialized analyses and summaries.” All relevant
hydrometeorological information is regularly posted on the official website
in an accessible, transparent, user-friendly, and continuously

updated format.




Information exchange with environmental protection bodies, local public administration,
and the Hunters and Fishermen Society of Moldova within the Ministry of Internal Affairs
(MIA) is ensured by the General Inspectorate of Police (GIP) of the MIA, based on a Mutual
Cooperation Agreement regarding strengthening capacities and common commitments to
prevent and combat offenses affecting the forest fund and wildlife, as well as based on
the Plan for common measures to detect and counter offenses affecting the forest fund
and wildlife, and other negative phenomena in the reference field. These are carried out
through meetings, conferences, seminars, roundtables, working groups, etc. As the public
authority responsible for training candidates for judicial and prosecutorial functions, sitting
judges and prosecutors, as well as other legal specialists, the National Institute of Justice
(NIJ) periodically includes activities related to environmental issues in its training plans.
To ensure transparency in the decision-making process and facilitate access of all
interested parties to information about the development and adoption of decisions, official
websites of ministries, agencies, inspectorates, and other public authorities systematically
publish for consultation information regarding draft normative acts initiated, developed,
and submitted for public consultation.

(b) Regarding paragraph 3, the measures taken to promote education and awareness
regarding the environment.

Answer:

To promote ecological education policies at the national education system level, the Ministry
of Education and Research (MER) has undertaken the following actions:

- Developing ecological education in educational institutions in Moldova, oriented
towards the directions: during mandatory classes, optional classes, and
extracurricular activities;

- Promoting the optional discipline "Ecological Education” at all levels of general
education as part of the optional subjects offered in the Framework Plan for
primary, gymnasium, and high school education;

- Approving the Curriculum for the optional discipline, grades I-XII;

- MER, in collaboration with the Ministry of Environment (MoE), develops,
disseminates, and posts informational materials on its website aimed at informing,
sensitizing, and educating the public ecologically; organizes ecological lessons to
develop in the young generation an appropriate attitude towards the rational use
of natural resources, environmental improvement, biodiversity conservation for
future generations, promotion of energy and alternative sources; organizes the
Republican Ecology Olympiad and supports students' participation in the
International Ecology Olympiad; supplements school, university, and public library
funds with popular science books focused on ecological education of the younger
generation.

To promote ecological training/education and raise public awareness/information on
environmental issues, the Ministry of Environment and subordinate institutions have
undertaken several measures and actions, such as:

- Designating a person responsible for access to public interest information within the



Ministry of Environment by order;

- Approving and implementing a Scheme for disseminating information on the quality of
environmental factors;

- Developing and implementing an Activity Plan regarding ecological education and
awareness of the population.

On the EA website are posted:

- Daily bulletins regarding atmospheric air quality;
( itent/buletine-si:harti%C2 % A0z{inice % C2%A0NiVil

- Monthly bulletins on ambient environmental quality across the Republic of Moldova;
(hitos://am.gov.rod/ro/content/buletin-lun: irid: a-mediviti-ambiait-pe-

2)

- Information about procedures for issuing permits and lists of permits issued by the
Environmental Agency, updated permanently; (1 )

- Other environmental information for the purpose of ecological education and
awareness of citizens. (hitps:/ wwv am.gov.indro rontent/edusmits

)

To increase the public’s awareness of the impact of environmental factors on health, the

Ministry of Health (MoH), together with the National Public Health Agency (NPHA),

annually organizes awareness and information campaigns, mobilizing society through

various health events.

The process of public informing and education consists of:

- Developing and editing informational materials;

- Training various actors in environmental risk communication: local public authorities, mass
media, NGOs, etc.;

- Publishing various reports on the quality of environmental factors (air, water, soil);

- Hygiene education of students in educational institutions;

- Organizing community actions involving the population (territory cleaning and tree
planting).

In the context of raising awareness about the impact of climate change on the environment,
the State Hydrometeorological Service (SHS) conducts and publishes studies based on data
analysis within the entity, producing posters, climate maps, and recently developing climate
scenarios (web applications) by staff. These scenarios are developed to provide a clear
picture of the evolution of weather conditions, including temperature and precipitation
changes.

(c) Regarding paragraph 4, measures taken to ensure the recognition and adequate
support of associations, organizations, or groups promoting environmental protection
(drawing contests, etc.).

Answer:
The Constitution of the Republic of Moldova guarantees the following:
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Article 34 — Right to Information. Thus,

(1) The right of a person to have access to any information of public interest cannot be restricted.
(2) Public authorities, according to their competencies, are obliged to ensure the correct
information of citizens about public affairs and matters of personal interest.

Law no. 148 of 08-01-2023 regarding access to information establishes in Article 3:

Principles of access to information of public interest

Access to information of public interest is based on the following principles:

a) The principle of providing public interest information — all information held by information
providers is presumed to be public;

b) The principle of obligation to publish public interest information — information providers must
publish and proactively disseminate all information of public interest;

¢) The principle of promoting open governance — public authorities must promote a culture of
transparency and openness among public agents and promote the right to information among
the population;

d) The principle of facilitating access to information of public interest — information providers
must assist applicants, especially those with special needs, in submitting requests, receiving, and
understanding responses. Requests must be examined and resolved quickly and fairly;

e) The principle of transparency of meetings — meetings of public authorities must be open to
the public and allow documentation of information regarding the decision-making process.

According to the provisions of the Regulation on public access to environmental information,
approved by Government Decision no. 1467 of 30.12.2016, "Environmental information is
disseminated progressively and, in particular, electronic information and communication
technologies are used."

Government Decision no. 967 of 09-08-2016 regarding the public consultation mechanism with
civil society in the decision-making process establishes that “The public authority ensures access
to draft decisions and related materials by mandatory publication on the official website of the
public authority, as well as on the website "' - !

Also, the Superior Council of Magistracy (CSM) and courts contlnuously cooperate with civil
society and the media to inform the public about the judiciary’s activities, constantly updating
information on their official websites by publishing important decisions and announcements.
The Communication, Public Relations, and Media Service is always available to justice
beneficiaries within its legal competencies.

Several working groups on various issues within the judiciary system have been created within
the CSM, including judges and representatives of civil society and other national legal institutions.
The National Institute of Justice (INJ) organized in 2019 a summer school "Strengthening the
capacities of environmental journalists" with trainers from the INJ and representatives of the
national legal system. The event covered several topics in environmental justice, especially
distinguishing environmental crimes from misdemeanors, methodological particularities
regarding the investigation of environmental crimes, and procedures for evidence collection.
The trainers emphasized the jurisprudence of the International Court of Justice and the European
Court of Human Rights, the provisions of the Aarhus Convention, and analyzed legislative
amendments in environmental protection made in the context of implementing the Moldova-
European Union Association Agreement.

The theoretical aspect of the summer school alternated with practical sessions, offering



participants the opportunity to analyze and interpret various case studies, including simulating a
court trial based on a case.

From 2020 to 2024, 10 seminars were held in the field, training 592 INJ beneficiaries. These
seminars dealt with the practical applicability and legal effects of environmental assessment,
litigation specifics, environmental authorization systems, and application of national legal
frameworks, among others.

The Ministry of Environment, together with the National Office for Environmental Project
Implementation (ONIPM), launched a call for project proposals financed by the National
Environmental Fund, with a budget of 125 million MDL. The competition targets initiatives from
mayors and civil society in environmental protection, focusing on two main directions: integrated
water resources management and integrated waste management.
( il
To involve the public in decision-making, the State Hydrometeorological Service (SHS) has a
Technical-Scientific Council including specialists from SHS main subdivisions, representatives
of central administrative authorities with environmental and hydrometeorological
competencies, and representatives  from academia and civil society.
( 2022 /Crdin

)

(a) Regarding paragraph 7, measures taken to promote internationally the principles of
the Convention, including:

(i) Measures taken to coordinate, within and between ministries, informing officials
involved in other relevant international forums about Article 3, paragraph 7 of the
Convention and the Almaty Guidelines, indicating whether coordination measures are
ongoing.

Answer:

During the reference period, employees of the MAI subdivisions were informed about

the implementation of the Convention on access to information, justice, and public

participation in environmental decision-making.

(ii) Measures taken to ensure national access to information regarding international
forums, including the stages at which access was provided.

Answer:

National access to information regarding international forums and participation reports are
presented to the management of the delegated authorities, and reports/results of
participation are published on the official websites and Facebook pages after each event.
Employees participate in international/national events based on instructions regarding official
travel abroad, according to their competencies and invitations/messages received.

(iii) Measures taken to promote and allow public participation nationally regarding
international forums (e.g., inviting NGOs to participate in Party delegations during
international environmental negotiations or involving NGOs in forming official Party positions
for such negotiations), including the stages at which access was provided.



Answer:

Under Government Decision no. 967/2016 regarding the public consultation mechanism with
civil society in decision-making and Law no. 239/2008 on transparency in decision-making,
the Ministry of Environment does not restrict the participation and involvement of NGOs in
international environmental negotiations.

(iv) Measures taken to promote the principles of the Convention in the procedures of other
international forums.

Answer:

To promote the principles of the Convention, two Aarhus Centers operate in the Republic of
Moldova. The first, AO EcoContact, was established in 2012 in Chisinau. In 2013, the Public
Ecological Center was opened in Bender on the left bank of the Dniester River. Activities of
these Aarhus Centers include ensuring access to environmental information, conducting
ecological research, and raising public awareness about the Aarhus Convention.

(v) Measures taken to promote the principles of the Convention in work programs, projects,
decisions, and other decisions of other international forums.

Answer:

To facilitate access to hydrometeorological information, since 2020 the procedures for
requesting and providing information have been virtualized, making physical presence at SHS
headquarters unnecessary to obtain requested information.

At the National Bureau of Statistics (BNS), one of the main tools for information dissemination
is the Database. Using this tool, users can create their own selections and save them in
various file formats. Of major importance is statistical data presented in the "Reference
Metadata" subsection, created in accordance with European standards. A significant statistical
data category is the Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) and the National Summary
Data Page (NSDP). ( )

(e) Regarding paragraph 8, measures taken to ensure that persons exercising their rights
under the Convention are not penalized, persecuted, or harassed.

Answer:

According to Article 34, paragraph 5 of the Constitution of the Republic of Moldova, mass
media are not subject to censorship. Authorities are obliged to ensure correct information
of the public opinion. Thus, access to public information is ensured without hindrance;
penalizing, persecuting, harassing, or any form of limiting access to public information is
inadmissible.

At the same time, during information dissemination, access to personal data is governed
by Law no. 133/2011 on personal data protection.
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According to the Administrative Code, if providing information is beyond the authority's
competence or the institution does not hold the requested information, the applicant is
informed within 5 working days, including the indication of the public authority or
institution holding the respective information. Statistical information elaborated
additionally to PLS provisions is provided on a paid basis according to Government
Decision no. 1403 of December 30, 2005, regarding the approval of the nomenclature and
tariffs for paid services and regulations on the formation and use of special funds from
the provision of paid services by BNS and its territorial subdivisions. Tariffs for paid
services are set on a non-profit basis, covering costs related to collection, processing,
systematization of statistical information, and other costs not funded from the state
budget. The cost of informational services is determined according to the time expenses
required for carrying out the work.

To enhance the population's information process and citizen control over public
authorities' and institutions' activities, requested information and documents are made
available from the moment they are available but no later than 10 working days from the
registration date of the access to information request.

IV. Describe obstacles encountered in implementing Article 3

Obstacles:

- Fluctuations of personnel responsible for informing the public about the state of the
environment;

- Insufficient financial resources for modernizing and maintaining the website according
to new IT requirements;

- Insufficient capacity to provide environmental information processing equipment
(scanners, PCs, drones, cameras, etc.);

- Insufficient legally trained personnel within environmental authorities;

- Lack of financial resources in the case of Article 3, paragraph 3.

V. Other information regarding the general implementation of Article 3 of the
Convention.

Provide information regarding the implementation of the general provisions of Article 3 of
the Convention.

Answer:

The implementation of the general provisions is ensured through the application of the
following normative acts:

- Law on Environmental Protection No. 1515 of 16.06.1993;

- Law No. 148 of 08.01.2023 on Access to Public Interest Information;

- Government Decision No. 1467 of 30.12.2016 approving the Regulation on Public Access
to Environmental Information;

- Law No. 99 of 26.04.2013 ratifying the Protocol on Pollutant Release and Transfer
Registers to the Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-
Making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters;
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- Law No. 239 of 13.11.2008 on Transparency in the Decision-Making Process;

- Law No. 86 of 29.05.2014 on Environmental Impact Assessment;

- Law No. 11 of 02.03.2017 on Strategic Environmental Assessment;

- Law No. 160 of 22.07.2011 on Regulating Entrepreneurial Activity by Authorization;

- Law No. 86 of 29.05.2014 on Environmental Impact Assessment, which partially
transposes Directive 2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and Council of 13
December 2011 on the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects
on the environment (codified text), published in the Official Journal of the European
Union No. L 26 of 1 January 2012, establishing the legal framework for the operation of
the environmental impact assessment mechanism for certain public and private projects
or types of planned activities to ensure prevention or minimization at initial stages of
negative impacts on the environment and public health

- Law No. 368/2023 on Meteorological and Hydrological Activity;

- Law No. 11 of 02.03.2017 on Strategic Environmental Assessment, establishing the legal
framework for carrying out strategic environmental assessment to ensure a high level
of environmental protection, preventing or reducing the negative effects of certain plans
and programs on the environment, including public health.

Access to justice is ensured by the Administrative Code of the Republic of Moldova No. 116
of 19.07.2018.

The Ministry of Environment has initiated the procedure for drafting the Government
Decision approving the Regulation on public access to information, justice, and participation
in environmental decision-making to practically implement the general provisions of Article
3 of the Convention, which is currently under consultation.

VI. Web links relevant for the implementation of Article 3
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VII. Legislative, Regulatory and Other Measures Implementing the
Provisions Regarding Access to Environmental Information under Article 4

List the legislative, regulatory, and other measures implementing the provisions on access
to environmental information under Article 4. Explain how each paragraph of Article 4
has been implemented. Describe the transposition of relevant definitions from Article 2
and the non-discrimination requirement of Article 3, paragraph 9.

Answer:

The Aarhus Convention became part of national legislation following ratification by
Parliament Decision No. 346-XIV of 07.04.1999 on ratifying the Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making, and Access to Justice in
Environmental Matters. Accordingly, the provisions of the Regulation on public access to
environmental information, approved by Government Decision No. 1467 of 30.12.2016,
ensure the right of access to environmental information held by or for public authorities
and establish the basic conditions, terms, and modalities of exercising this right. It
transposes terms such as “information held by a public authority,” "environmental
information," "public," and "applicant." Furthermore, it stipulates that environmental
protection authorities guarantee access to information, public participation in decision-
making, and access to justice on environmental matters in accordance with the Aarhus
Convention.

The non-discrimination requirement was included in point 3 through the definition of
"applicant" (regardless of citizenship, nationality, or residence), "any applicant" in points
6 and 32 of Government Decision 1467/2016.

This Regulation establishes what constitutes environmental information made available
to the public, the mechanism and terms for satisfying requests for environmental
information, the public authority holding the single electronic registry with environmental
information, and the mechanism for disseminating environmental information.

Government Decision No. 1467 of 30.12.2016 is a complementary normative act to Law
No. 148 of 09.06.2023 on Access to Public Interest Information, which sets out the
principles of state policy on access to official information and its objectives. This law
regulates:

- The method of exercising and defending the right to access public interest information;

- The obligations of information providers in ensuring access to public interest
information;

- Legal liability for violation of provisions regarding access to public interest information;

- The mechanism for monitoring and controlling the implementation of the law.

- The law does not affect special regulations on access to public interest information
contained in other laws.
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Access to environmental information is realized in the manner established by the
Government. Therefore, the Ministry of Environment has initiated the process of adjusting
the normative framework, namely to approve a new regulation on public access to
information, justice, and participation in environmental decision-making, as the existing
legal framework is already outdated.

( )

Please describe specifically:

(a) Regarding measures taken to ensure (paragraph 1) that:

(i) Each person has access to information without having to declare an interest;
Point 6 of the Regulation on public access to environmental information states
that "Public authorities are obliged to provide any applicant, upon request, with
information regarding the environment held by them or on their behalf, without

justifying the purpose for which the information was requested.”

According to Article 16 of Law No. 148 of 09.06.2023 on Access to Public Interest
Information, for a requester to receive a response, the request must contain:

(1) Mandatory elements of the request:
a) The name and surname or designation of the applicant;
b) The postal address of the applicant, as well as the email address if the
response is requested by this means;
¢) The name of the information provider;
d) Specification of the public interest information requested, with sufficient
and conclusive details allowing identification by the information provider.

(2) The applicant may indicate the preferred method of communication according
to art. 20 para. (1).

(3) The applicant is not obliged to justify or motivate the request.
(4) Handwritten or electronic signature of the request is not mandatory.
Provision of responses is carried out through subdivisions.

(ii) Copies of documents containing or constituting the requested information
are available;

Article 14 of Law No. 148/2023 establishes that submission of requests:

(1) Requests may be:
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a) transmitted electronically;
b) submitted in writing or sent by mail;
c) addressed verbally (directly or by phone).

(2) Electronic requests do not require compliance with legal requirements for
electronic documents.

Measures taken to ensure deadlines in paragraph 2 are respected;

Point 7 of the Regulation states that "Environmental information available in the
institution shall be made available to the applicant as soon as it is available, but
no later than 15 working days from the date of registration of the access request.
If the volume and complexity of the requested information are such that the 15
working days cannot be respected, the information shall be provided within 20
working days from receipt of the request by the public authority. In such cases,
the applicant shall be informed as soon as possible and no later than 5 days
before the expiration of the initial deadline about the extension and the reasons
for it."

According to Article 33 of the Administrative Code of Moldova No. 116 of
19.07.2018, inter-institutional communication and communication with
participants or the public during administrative procedures may be done by any
means (verbal, mail, phone, fax, emall, etc.), prioritizing methods ensuring higher
efficiency, speed, and cost-effectiveness.

(b) Regarding measures provided in paragraphs 3 and 4 taken to:
(i) Establish exceptions to the obligation to respond to requests;
The legal framework for exceptions from the obligation to provide public interest
information is set by Law No. 148/2023 on Access to Public Interest Information
and Government Decision No. 1467/2016 on approving the Regulation on public
access to environmental information.
Article 24 of Law No. 148/2023 provides:
"(1) Communication of public interest information is refused, in whole or in part,
if the requested information constitutes information with limited accessibility
according to Article 8.
(2) Refusal shall be in writing and must contain:

a) Name of the information provider;

b) Name and surname or designation of the applicant;
c) Date of refusal issuance;
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d) Grounds and motivation of refusal according to Article 8;

e) Method of contesting refusal (name and address of the court and the
deadline for contestation);

f) Name, surname, and handwritten/electronic signature of the head of
the information provider or other authorized person.

(3) In the case when only part of the requested information constitutes information with
limited accessibility, the information provider partially refuses to communicate the
information, according to paragraphs (1) and (2), and is obliged to communicate the
information to which access cannot be limited.

(4) Information providers cannot refuse to communicate public interest information on
the grounds that the requested information is found in different documents or on different
storage media or on the grounds that the requested information is not systematized.

Ensure that the public interest from the end of paragraph 4 is applied;

Point 24 of the Regulation on public access to environmental information establishes that
“Public authorities may refuse a request for environmental information in the case that:

a) the requested information is not held by or for the public authority to which the request
was submitted. In this case, if the public authority knows that the information is held by
or for another public authority, it forwards the request to that authority as soon as
possible, but no later than 3 working days from the date of receiving the request, and
informs the requester about this;

b) the request is clearly unsolvable;
¢) the request is formulated too generally, considering the provisions of point 9;

d) the request concerns materials in the process of being completed or unfinished
documents or data;

e) the request concerns internal communication of the institution’s collaborators,
considering the satisfaction of public interest by providing the information;

f) the request concerns information classified as state secret.
At the same time, Article 25 of Law 148/2023 establishes the method of contestation:

(1) Any person claiming the right to access public interest information may contest in
court any action or inaction of information providers by which the provisions of this law
have been violated.

(2) Contesting the actions or inactions of information providers is done by filing an
administrative litigation action, which is submitted and examined according to the
provisions of the Administrative Code, without prior procedure, except for the exceptions
and completions established by this law. Regarding the administrative litigation procedure,
all information providers are assimilated to public authorities.

(3) The administrative litigation action is submitted within 30 days from the date of
communication of the response by the information provider. If the information provider
does not resolve the request within the deadline stipulated in Article 19, the administrative
litigation action may be submitted within one year from the expiry date of the deadline.
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Article 10! of Law no. 86 of 29.05.2014 on environmental impact assessment establishes
that, Article 10!. Program for implementing environmental impact assessment:

(1) The program for implementing the environmental impact assessment is developed to
establish the degree of detail of the information to be included in the environmental impact
assessment report.

(2) The program for implementing the environmental impact assessment forms part, as
appropriate, of the decision on preliminary assessment and is developed by the
Environmental Agency within the term provided in Article 9 paragraph (3), based on the
application submitted by the initiator according to Article 7 paragraph (1).

(3) During the preparation of the program for implementing the environmental impact
assessment, the Environmental Agency may request additional information from the
initiator.

(4) The program for implementing the environmental impact assessment is developed
considering the particularities of the planned activity and the comments and proposals of
the interested public and of the interested central and local public administration
authorities, received in accordance with Article 7 paragraphs (4) and (6).

(5) The program for implementing the environmental impact assessment includes
determining:

a) motivated and feasible alternative options regarding the planned activity that need to
be considered;

b) the environmental impact on various environmental factors that must be described in
the environmental impact assessment report;

¢) the scope and methods of assessment;

d) the required qualification level for the experts involved in preparing the environmental
impact assessment report;

e) preventive measures that must be considered;
f) reference studies necessary to characterize the existing environment.

(6) For the planned activities mentioned in Article 10 paragraph (2) letter ¢) that require
biodiversity assessment, the program for implementing the environmental impact
assessment also establishes the scope of biodiversity assessment, considering the
provisions of Article 1010 paragraph (6).

(7) The program for implementing the environmental impact assessment is valid for 2
years from the date of issuance by the Environmental Agency. If, upon expiry of this term,
the initiator does not submit the environmental impact assessment report to the
Environmental Agency, they are obliged to restart the preliminary assessment procedure,
beginning with the submission of the application in accordance with Article 7.

In the case where the public authority to which the request was addressed does not hold
the requested information, it forwards the request to another authority under Article 74
of the Administrative Code. In this regard, Article 23 paragraph (3) of Law no. 148/2023
establishes that “In the case that it does not hold the requested information, the
information provider who registered the request will forward the request, in whole or in
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part, to another information provider if it knows that the requested information is held by
them. In this case, the original or copy of the request is sent for examination to the
relevant information provider within 5 working days from the date of registration of the
request, about which the requester is informed.”

VIII. Obstacles encountered in the implementation of Article 4
Describe the obstacles encountered in implementing the paragraphs of Article 4.

Answer:

- The requested fees are excessive in relation to the provisions of national regulations
regarding the amount of applicable fees, the cases in which the collection of such fees
can be waived, as well as the situations where information provision is permitted only
with advance payment of the fee;

- The obstacles encountered in some cases concern the confidentiality of personal data;

- The websites of public authorities generally provide fragmented and general information,
without following a clear concept of data organization to facilitate public access to
environmental information;

- There is a lack of an integrated national system for environmental information.

IX. Information regarding the practical application of the provisions of Article
4
Provide additional information regarding the practical application of the provisions
on access to information from Article 4, for example, if there are statistics available
related to the number of requests, number of refusals, and reasons for these?

Answer:
On the official websites and Facebook pages (if any) of public authorities, all public
interest information relevant to the activity is posted.
Each authority has a public relations department that ensures communication and
informing the general public.
Access to environmental information within the Environmental Agency is ensured
through:
- the official website of the Environmental Agency and Facebook page, where
environmental information of public interest is posted daily;
- responses to requests for environmental information in written form, by email, via the
Facebook page;
- the institutional hotline, the phone numbers of specialists within the Agency;
- automated information systems used by the Environmental Agency as holder or

registrar;

- the government portal date.gov.md ( =~ )

- the government services portal servicii.gov.md ( . oY );

- the website of the ENI SEIS project - implementation of the Shared Environmental
Information System principles. (hitps:/ie

.europa.eu/east/countries/moldove )




The person responsible for providing information within the Environmental Agency
keeps a manual register for information requests at the Agency level and reports
quarterly on the record of requests, which are then made public in the Agency's annual
activity report.

According to data from the electronic document management system E-
managementul documentelor” (E-document management) the General Police
Inspectorate of the Ministry of Internal Affairs.

Also, the Environmental Protection Inspectorate requested the participation of Police
employees jointly in district environmental protection inspections for prevention and
contravention detection activities.

Environmental protection authorities have their own statistics regarding the number
of requests received, the number of refusals, and the reasons for these. Each authority
in the territory has its own website.

The domains to which the information requests referred were:

- the state of environmental factors: air, water, soil, biodiversity;

- activities that affect or may affect environmental factors: waste and chemical substances
management/generation;

- effects of environmental pollution on public health;

- legislative measures, plans, projects;

- regulatory acts issued by environmental protection authorities.

X. Relevant website addresses for the implementation of Article 4

List, if applicable, relevant websites:

- More listed in point VI

XI. Legislative, regulatory, and other measures implementing the provisions
on the collection and dissemination of environmental information from
Article 5

List the legislative, regulatory, and other measures implementing the
provisions regarding the collection and dissemination of environmental
information from Article 5.

Explain how each paragraph of Article 5 has been implemented. Describe the transposition
of relevant definitions from Article 2 and the requirement of non-discrimination provided in
Article 3 paragraph 9. Also, especially describe:

(a) Regarding paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) public authorities hold and update environmental information;
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Answer:

In the Republic of Moldova, public patticipation in the environmental decision-making process
includes public involvement in the evaluation of projects, plans, and programs, as well as in
activity evaluations. The Regulation approved by Government Decision no. 1467/2016 ensures
the right of access to environmental information held by or for public authorities and
establishes the conditions, basic terms, and ways to exercise this right. Relevant terms and
expressions are provided in point 3 of this Regulation, and the non-discrimination requirement
was included in the definition of "any applicant" in points 3, 6, and 32 of the same Regulation.

Currently, the Environmental Agency, as an environmental information provider, uses the
following automated information systems, each holding registers and archives on different

domains:

1.

Automated Information System ,Managementul deseurilor” ("Waste Management")
(SIA ,MD"), as an informational holder and registrar of information, according to
Government Decision no. 682 of 11.07.2018 regarding approval of the concept SIA

#MD”. ( : )

The Automated Information System for the management and issuance of permissive
acts (SIA GEAP), acting as a registrar, in accordance with the provisions of
Government Decision No. 550/2018. ( )

The Automated Information System “National Register of Pollutant Emissions and
Transfers" (SIA "RETP"), acting as the holder of the National Register, established
by Law No. 71-XVI of March 22, 2007 on registers. The National Register of Pollutant
Emissions and Transfers was approved by Government Decision No. 373 of April 24,
2018. ( )

The Automated Information System "e-Fishing", a software for the issuance of
recreational, amateur, and sport fishing permits, which was procured by the
Environmental Agency. ( )

. The Automated Information System "Document Management", a software for

document circulation within the Environmental Agency, which was procured by the
Environmental Agency.

Environmental misdemeanors are not examined by the General Police Inspectorate
(GPI), but according to the provisions of Article 400 of the Contravention Code, they
may be recorded and referred for examination, according to jurisdiction, to the
Environmental Protection Inspectorate, based on Article 405 of the Contravention
Code.

Moreover, the exchange of information between the GPI, environmental protection
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bodies, local public authorities, and the Society of Hunters and Fishermen of Moldova
is ensured based on the Mutual Cooperation Agreement on strengthening joint
capacities and commitments to prevent and combat offenses affecting the forest
fund and wildlife. It is also supported by the Action Plan on joint measures to detect
and counter offenses affecting the forest fund and wildlife, as well as other negative
phenomena in the relevant field, conducted through meetings, conferences,
seminars, round tables, working groups, etc.

At the initiative of the Ministry of Environment, the #CleanForest campaign was
carried out in all districts of the Republic of Moldova, aiming to promote respect for
forests and environmental protection. The ministry's team actively participated in
cleaning the Durle»0ti forest, where the first signs for tourist trails were also
installed. The campaign involved both the Environmental Protection Inspectorate,
which cleaned forests managed by local authorities, and the 24 Forestry Enterprises,
which acted in the forests managed by the "Moldsilva" Agency.

( gt ‘ro/zontent/5559 )

The Ministry of Environment and the "Moldsilva" Agency officially launched the
national afforestation campaign for autumn 2025 in the locality of MFEIfEie»oti,
Orhei district. The planting of over 26 million seedlings (oak, ash, acacia, maple),
grown in "Moldsilva" nurseries, was planned.

(Ltos: /WL )

At the same time, the official website of the GPI periodically publishes information
regarding the measures taken and the results obtained following joint efforts to
detect and counter offenses affecting the forest fund and wildlife.

The GPI reports to the National Bureau of Statistics the total number of registered
contraventions, including by each article of the Contraventicn Code, as well as the
amount of fines applied and paid.

In addition, representatives of the General Police Inspectorate were trained in the
field of combating environmental crimes during a study visit held in the city of
Verona, Italy.

(ii). There is an adequate flow of information within public authorities;

To ensure both intra- and inter-institutional information flow, the Environmenta!
Protection Inspectorate (EPI) initiates and maintains collaboration relationships,
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impiementing item 6 of Government Decision No. 548/2018 through cooperation
agreements with central and local public authorities, scientific and educational
institutions, media outlets, and environmental NGOs at the national, regional, and
international levels. ( ,
, etc.)

According to Article 33 of the Administrative Code of the Republic of Moldova No.
116/2018, inter-institutional communication and communication with participants
or the public during administrative procedures can be conducted through any
means (verbal, post, telephone, fax, email, etc.), with priority given to methods
that ensure greater efficiency, speed, and cost-effectiveness.

Authorities use the electronic document management system “E-document
management,” which ensures and guarantees the flow of documents related to the
subject matter between and within public authorities.

In emergencies caused by epidemics, epizootics, natural disasters, or other phenomena
that pose a risk to human health or the environment, potentially affected members of
society are immediately informed about the degree of danger and the measures to be
taken to prevent or minimize the consequences and impacts on human health and the
environment. Authorities act responsibly and interact efficiently to eliminate outbreaks
and mitigate consequences.

Information is disseminated through all mass media channels and, where appropriate,
through direct contact with the population. All relevant authorities, including local public
administrations and volunteers, are involved in the information process.

At the Environmental Agency, emergency information dissemination is carried out based
on established dissemination schemes concerning environmental quality:

High Air Pollution Warning Dissemination Scheme

Emergency Radiation Warning Dissemination Scheme

Monthly Bulletin Dissemination Scheme

Alert Bulletin Dissemination Scheme

Daily  Bulletin  Dissemination  Scheme

By order of the Director of the State Hydrometeorological Service (SHS), the
composition and competences of the SHS Crisis Center were approved in 2020, along
with procedures and dissemination schemes for relevant information to public
authorities responsible for crisis management. Additionally, necessary procedures for
hazardous natural phenomena were established, and staff responsibilities were
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described.

(i) In case of emergencies, appropriate information is disseminated immediately and
without delay;

In cases of major environmental accidents, the EPI disseminates information without delay
via media publications or interviews about the causes of pollution and the damage to
environmental components.

In situations involving imminent threats to the environment caused by meteorological or
hydrological phenomena, the SHS ensures the immediate and prompt dissemination of
warnings related to hazardous weather and hydrological phenomena, as soon as the risk is
identified. The aim is to allow potentially affected individuais to take preventive measures or
mitigate negative consequences.

(b) Regarding Article 2, measures taken to ensure that the manner in which public
authorities make environmental information available to the public is transparent and that
such information is effectively accessible;

Through its Public Relations and Information Synthesis Service, the EPI ensures an
optimal and transparent communication process with the population interested in
environmental issues by communicating and publishing information in the media, etc.

The Environmental Agency initiated the development of a new mechanism for
implementing Art. 5(2) of the Convention — the Regulation on the Environmenta! Data
Management Process, which will oblige public authorities holding environmental data
and information to make them available in a transparent and accessible manner.

Additional measures include: updating the list of permissive acts issued by the Agency,
publishing announcements and communications on ecological education and
awareness, publishing activity reports, ensuring the functionality of the website.

The Competition Council implements transparency requirements as per
Administrative Code No. 116/2018, the Competition Law No. 183/2012, and the
State Aid Law No. 139/2012.

All relevant information held by subdivisions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs (MAI)
is made available to the public in a transparent and unrestricted manner. For
instance, cn January 4, 2021, the General Police Inspectorate (GPI) of the MAI
published an informational notice on its official website regarding the enforcement
of new amendments to Article 20 of Law No. 231/2010 on domestic trade. The
article was supplemented with paragraph (4), which states: “"The use/sale of single-
use plastic plates, cups, other tableware accessories, and straws, except for
biodegradable ones, is prohibited as of January 1, 2021.”
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As a result, the public was informed about the importance of complying with this
article, which aims to protect the environment, and about the applicabie
contravention sanctions under the Contravention Code No. 218/2008.

Moreover, in the context of implementing Art. 20 of the Law on domestic trade, an
analytical article titled “Issues concerning the identification of contraventions and
the application of sanctions in the field of consumer rights protection” was
developed and will soon be published on the official website of the “Stefan cel
Mare” Academy of the MAI, under the section Conference Materials of “National
regulations and international legal standards in consumer protection.”

With regard to public participation in environmental decision-making, this is carried
out in accordance with Law No. 239/2008 on transparency in the decision-making
process. Public authorities must consult citizens, legally established associations,
and other stakeholders on draft normative and administrative acts that may have
social, economic, or environmental impacts.

Public involvement is ensured through the technical-normative mechanism set out
in the cited law, namely:

publication of announcements regarding the initiation of decision-making (Art. 9);
publication of announcements and related materials for public consultations;
creation of working groups with the participation of civil society representatives;
organization of public consultations (Art. 11);

compilation of the decision-making file accessible to all citizens (Art. 12 para. (4)).

Decision-making announcements are published on the websites of authorities
under the “Transparency” section, sub-section “Public Consultations.”

Although the MAI has no direct responsibilities in environmental protection, full
transparency and access to information regarding environmental offenses and
related phenomena is ensured for the media ar.d the public, except for information
related to ongoing criminal proceedings. Between 2017-2020, eight press releases
on environmental topics were published on the GPI website (
and social media pages:
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SHS also updated and published on its official website the legal and internal
normative frameworks applicable to environmental issues so that the interested
public can access data transparently and efficiently. On the same website, activity
plans and reports, procurement plans, announcements, news, internal control
activities, and other public interest information can also be consulted.

(c) Regarding Article 3, measures taken to ensure that environmental information
becomes progressively available in electronic databases easily accessible to the
public through public telecommunication networks

The EPI publishes an annual monographic report on state environmental control, which
forms the basis for the National Report on the State of the Environment.

The Environmental Agency has signed maintenance contracts for its website and Automated
Information Systems to ensure a gradual increase in the volume of environmental data in its
electronic databases.

Letters were sent to public authorities and economic agents requesting annual data on waste
management and greenhouse gas emissions to complete the respective databases. During
the drafting of the National Environmental Report for 2015-2018, relevant institutions were
asked to complete environmental indicator forms, allowing for data series to be compiled and
trends to be analyzed.

(d) Regarding Article 4, Measures taken to publish and disseminate national
reports on the state of the environment;

To implement item 5 para. (4) of the Regulation on the organization and operation
of the Environmental Agency, approved by Government Decision No. 549 of
13.06.2018, the Environmental Agency issued Order No. 36 of 31.07.2019, through
which it:

approved the nominal composition of the Working Group responsible for preparing
the 2020 National Environmental Report;

developed and approved the Action Plan for the Report;

elaborated and approved the list of environmental indicators and report structure;
created and approved evaluation sheet templates for each indicator, identifying
those responsible and training them;
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completed and analyzed the evaluation sheets;
organized public consultations on the indicators and draft report with relevant
institutions;(

)

finalized the Report based on feedback
published the National Environmental Report.

As the national focal point for the UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD),
SHS, in collaboration with responsible institutions, approved the working group
composition, developed and approved the action plan, and published the Fourth
National Report on the implementation of the UNCCD in Moldova:

( n 5T ):
SHS also conducts scientific research and periodically publishes climate studies in the
context of climate change and global warming:

(e) Measures taken to disseminate the information referred to in paragraph 5;

In accordance with point 37 of Government Decision No. 1467 of 30.12.2016,
through the electronic portal , environmental information
made available to the public and disseminated proactively is continuously updated
and includes national legislative acts, internaticnal conventions, institutional
activity reports, opinions, agreements, and permits for activities with environmental
impact.

This includes environmental impact assessments and risk evaluations regarding
environmental elements, or the indication of where such information may be
requested or found. It also includes data or summaries of data resulting from
monitoring activities that affect or may affect the environment.

(f) Regarding paragraph &, measures taken to encourage operators whose
activities have a significant impact on the environment to regularly inform the
public about the environmental impact of their activities and products;

During both scheduled and unscheduled inspections, environmental inspectors inform
operators/economic agents of their obligation to immediately notify environmental authorities
about accidental pollution incidents.

According to applicable legal acts, certain permitting procedures require the submission of
evidence of public consultations related to the intended activity. For example, Law No.
11/2014 on Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) stipulates a public consultation stage
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and the presentation, when requesting an EIA, of a report on informing and involving the
public in the decision-making process.

Environmental protection permits may include, as a condition, measures to inform the public
about the activities carried out under the permit, if such a requirement is established by the
relevant normative acts.

Furthermore, the Environmental Agency publishes the permits issued to economic agents,
and the interested public may request information at any time about these activities and their
environmental impact.

Additionally, economic agents inform the interested public about the possibility to consult the
Environmental Impact Assessment documentation (

(g) Measures taken to publish and provide information according to the requirements
of paragraph 7;

Reports on the activity of the Environmental Agency are regularly published
(weekly, quarterly, annually):

as well as information on the environmental permits issued by the
Environmental Agency and any other public interest inforrnation:

When, within their competencies, subdivisions of the Ministry of Internal Affairs
hold information on environmental policy matters, this is provided to the public
through mass media channels—press conferences, briefings, TV and radio shows,
individual interviews, seminars, meetings—or by posting press releases on their
website.

(h) Regarding paragraph 8, measures taken to develop mechanisms to ensure
that sufficient product information is made available to the public;

The NGO EcoContact, through the EU4Environment program, is implementing a
project on the transposition of EC Regulation No. 66/2010 and the creation of an
eco-labeling mechanism in the Republic of Moldova.

According to point 36 of the Technical Regulation "Organic agri-food production
and labeling of organic agri-food products,” approved by Government Decision No.
1078 of 22-09-2008, if the organic agricultural raw material was grown in the
Republic of Moldova, the products bear the logo "Organic Agriculture Republic of
Moldova."

According to point 40, "The logo of the Republic of Moldova for organic production
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XII.

may be used for labeling, presenting, and promoting products that meet the
requirements outlined in this Technical Regulation."

The national legal framework for granting eco-labels includes:

The Law on Organic Agri-Food Production

Government Decision No. 149 of 10 February 2006 for implementing the Law on
Organic Agri-Food Production

Government Decision No. 10678 of 22-09-2008 on the approvai of the Technical
Regulation "Organic agri-fcod production and labeling of organic agri-food
products”

(i) Regarding paragraph 9, measures taken to establish a national system of
pollution registers and inventories;

The Environmental Agency currently lacks the capacity to ensure a unified inventory
system, but with the support of development partners, within technical assistance
projects, it carries out tasks established by normative acts regarding:

Inventory of greenhouse gas emissions (according to Government Decision No.
1277/2018);

Inventory of air pollutant emissions (according to Government Decision No.
549/2018);

Inventory of equipment containing polychlorinated biphenyls (according to
Government Decision No. 81/2009).

With its own resources, the Agency has initiated the process of data collection
regarding waste management—waste inventory—through the Waste Management
Information System (according to Government Decision No. 501/2018) and is set to
initiate the implementation of the National Pollutant Release and Transfer Register
— PRTR Information System (according to Government Decision No. 373/2018).

The Environmental Agency considers it necessary to create and develop the
Integrated Environmental Information System - a common platform with
environmental data and information, whose conceptual project was developed by
the Ministry of Environment.

Obstacles encountered in impiementing the paragraphs of Article 5.

Describe the obstacles encountered in implementing the paragraphs of Article 5.

28



Answer:

Economic operators do not pay sufficient attention to the environmental reporting
requirements, especially on electronic platforms such as RETP and SIAMD.

There is a lack of financial resources for the creation and development of the Integrated
Environmental Information System, as well as insufficient institutional capacities.

XIII. Provide information on the practical application of the provisions of
Article 5

Provide information on the practical application of the provisions regarding the collection
and dissemination of environmental information from Article 5, e.g. are there available
statistics regarding the published information?

Answer:

The Environment Agency has published on its official website a list of public interest
environmental information held by the institution. This list is updated annually. As
previously mentioned, the Environment Agency collects information on waste management
via the Environmental Information Automated Management System (SIAMD) and publishes
aggregated data, collects and validates statistical reports 1-AER and submits them to the
National Bureau of Statistics, carries out GHG emissions inventory, and publishes emission
data, as well as having collected and published time series data for 39 environmental
indicators.

Annually, the National Bureau of Statistics issues the "Statistical Yearbook", which contains
a dedicated chapter on the environment, including information on: municipal waste,
generation and use of waste by enterprises, land and forestry fund, air protection, and
water resource usage.

According to the provisions of Article 33 of the Administrative Code of the Republic of
Moldova no. 116/2018, inter-institutional communication and communication with
participants or the public in the administrative procedure can be conducted by any means
(verbally, post, phone, fax, email, elc.), with preference for means ensuring greater
efficiency, speed, and cost savings.

The exchange of information between the Police, environmental protection bodies, local
public administration authorities, and the Moldovan Society of Hunters and Fishermen is
ensured based on the Mutual Collaboration Agreement on strengthening capacities and
joint commitments to prevent and combat offenses affecting forest resources and wildiife,
as well as based on the Action Plan for joint measures to detect and counter offenses
affecting forestry resources, wildlife, and other related negative phenomena.

The Meteorological Forecast Centre annually provides the National Bureau of Statistics with
meteorological data on: air temperature (monthly and annual averages), maximum and
minimum absolute air temperatures (monthly and annual), atmospheric precipitation
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(monthly and annual amounts, number of days with precipitation >0.1 mm), relative
humidity, wind speed, and sunshine duration (in hours). All these data are systematized
and processed based on primary data recorded at the Briceni, Chisinau, and Cahul
meteorological stations, as well as national averages.

XIV. Relevant website addresses for the implementation of Article 5
Provide relevant website addresses, if available:

Answer:

See Chapter VI.

XV. Legislative, regulatory, and other measures implementing the provisions
on public participation in decision-making regarding specific activities
according to Article 6

List the legislative, regulatory, and other measures implementing the provisions
on public participation in decision-making regarding specific activities
according to Article 6.

Explain how each paragraph has been implemented. Describe the transposition of relevant
definitions from Article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement from Article 3 paragraph
9. Also, and in particular, describe:

Answer:

In the Republic of Moldova, public participation in decision-making is ensured through the
following normative acts:

1. Law no. 239 of 13-11-2008 on Transparency in the Decision-Making Process.
Article 7 of this law establishes the following obligations for public authorities:

(1) Public authorities are obliged, as appropriate, to undertake necessary measures to
ensure the participation of citizens, associations established in accordance with the
law, and other interested parties in the decision-making process, including through:
a) dissemination of information on annual programs (plans) of activity by posting them
on the authority's official website, displaying them at the authority’s headquarters in a
publicly accessible space and/or broadcasting them in the central or local media, as
appropriate;

b) informing, in the established manner, about the organization of the decision-making
process;

c) institutionalizing mechanisms of cooperation and partnership with society;

d) receiving and examining recommendations from citizens, associations established
according to law, and other interested parties for use in the drafting of decisions;

e) consulting the opinions of all interested parties regarding the draft decisions
according to this law.
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According to Article 8 of the same law, the main stages for ensuring transparency in
the decision-making process are:

a) informing the public regarding the initiation of drafting a decision;

b) making available to interested parties the draft decision and related materials;

¢) consulting citizens, associations, and other interested parties;

d) examining recommendations from citizens, associations, and other interested parties

in the drafting of decision projects;

e) informing the public about the adopted decisions.

2. Regulation on the public consultation procedures with civil society in the decision-
making process, approved by Government Decision no. 967 of August 9, 2016

This normative act establishes that:

"The public authority shall ensure access to draft decisions and related materials by

mandatory publishing them on its official website, as well as on the website:

According to points 6-8 of this Regulation:

Public authorities approve internal rules regarding the procedures for drafting,
informing, consulting, participation, and adopting decisions in accordance with the
legislation in force. The person responsible for coordinating the public consultation
process prepares a general list of interested parties, drawn up at the initiative of the
authority’s subdivisions, other public authorities, or upon proposal from interested
parties, which will be informed as a priority about the authority’s decision-making
process. The list is updated semi-annually, including the interested parties (citizens’
names and surnames, names of associations established in accordance with the law,
other interested parties, and their contact information) who have requested in writing
to be informed about the authority’s decision-making process.

a. Regarding paragraph 1, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) The provisions of Article 6 apply to decisions on proposed activities listed in Annex
I to the Convention;

According to the provisions of Government Decision no. 967 of 09-08-2016 on the
public consultation mechanism with civil society in the decision-making process:

"The public authority ensures access to draft decisions and related materials by
mandatory publishing them on the official website of the authority, as well as on the
website !

Measures ensuring public participation in environmental decision-making are
implemented according to the provisions of Law no. 11/2014 on Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA).

When issuing permitting documents (except for the Environmental Agreement
following the EIA procedure), public participation is not organized in the decision-
making process, since special normative acts regulating the procedures for issuing such
permits do not provide for the public consultation stage of the decision prcject.
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According to the Law on Transparency in the Decision-Making Process (no. 239/2008),
the initiation of decision drafting is made public within a maximum of 15 working days
from the registration of the application, and reccmmendations are submitted within 10
working days. Thus, when a permitting document must be issued within 10 days, the
transparency process under this law cannot be accommodated within that timeframe
(which requires a maximum of 25 working days).

(ii) The provisions of Article 6 apply to decisions on proposed activities other than those
listed in Annex I and which may have a significant environmental effect;

Regarding the involvement of interested public in the decision-making process on
ecological/environmental policy matters, according to Article 3, paragraph (4) of Law
no. 239/2008 on Transparency in the Decision-Making Process, public authorities shall
consult citizens, associations established according to law, and other interested parties
on draft normative and administrative acts that may have social, economic, and
environmental impact (on lifestyle and human rights, culture, health, social protection,
local communities, and public services).

Thus, citizens’ involvement in the decision-making process is ensured in accordance
with the technical and normative mechanism set out by the abovementioned law,
namely through: publication of the announcement regarding the initiation of decision
drafting (Article 9), publication of the announcement regarding public consultations
and related materials, creation of working groups with civil society representatives,
public consultations (Article 11), preparation of the decision-making project file
accessible to all citizens (Article 12, paragraph 4, etc.).

Regarding deadlines, according to Article 9 of the same act, after initiating the decision
drafting process, the public authority shall post, within a maximum of 15 working days,
the respective announcement on its official website, immediately send it via email to
interested parties, display it at its headquarters in a publicly accessible space, and/or
disseminate it in central or local media, as appropriate. According to Article 11
paragraph (22), "The announcement regarding the organization of public consultations
and related materials shall be made public at least 15 working days before finalizing
the draft decision." Article 12 paragraph (2) states: "The recommendations of citizens,
associations established according to law, and other interested parties shall be received
by the public authority responsible for drafting the decision project in the following
manner."

Decision-making process announcements are published on the authorities' websites
under the "Transparency” section, sub-section "Public Consultations."

In the last four years, the Ministry of Environment underwent institutional reform
according to Government Decision no. 117/2021. Considering the high staff turnover
within the ministry, working group activity instability was observed. Thus, in 2025, by
Order of the Ministry of Environment no. 39 of March 13, 2025, the working group for
the implementation of the Aarhus Convention was established.

(ii ) The provisions of Article 6 apply to decisions regarding proposed activities, other
than those listed in Annex I, which may have a significant effect on the environment.
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Regarding the involvement of the interested public in the decision-making process on
environmental policy matters according to Article 3, paragraph (4) of Law No. 239/2008
on Transparency in the Decision-Making Process, public authorities shall consult citizens,
legally established associations, and other interested parties on draft normative and
administrative acts that may have social, economic, and environmental impact (on the
way of life and human rights, culture, health and social protection, local communities,
and public services).

Thus, the involvement of citizens in the decision-making process of authorities is ensured
in accordance with the technical-normative mechanism established by the
aforementioned law, namely through: publication of an announcement regarding the
initiation of the decision elaboration (Art. 9), publication of an announcement on the
organization of public consultations and related materials, creation of working groups
including representatives of civil society, public consultations (Art. 11), compilation of a
file on the elaboration of the draft decision accessible to all citizens (Art. 12 para. (4),
etc.).

Regarding the deadlines, according to Article 9 of the same act, after initiating the decision
elaboration process, the public authority shall post the respective announcement within
no more than 15 working days on its official website, immediately send it by e-mail to
interested parties, display it at its headquarters in a publicly accessible area, and/or
disseminate it through central or local media, as appropriate. According to Article 11 para.
(22) "The announcement regarding the organization of public consultations and the
related materials shall be made public at least 15 working days before the finalization of
the draft decision." According to Article 12 para. (2), "The recommendations of citizens,
legally established associations, and other interested parties shall be received by the
pubiic authority responsible for elaborating the draft decision as follows."

Announcements related to the decision-making process are published on the authorities'
websites under the "Transparency"” section, subsection "Public Consultations."

In the past four years, the Ministry of Environment has undergone institutional reform
according to Government Decision No. 117/2021. Considering the high employee turnover
within the ministry, instability of the working group's activity was noted. Therefore, in
2025, based on Order of the Ministry of Environment No. 39 of March 13, 2025, a working
group for the implementation of the Aarhus Convention was established.

b. Measures taken to ensure that the interested public is informed, in a timely,
appropriate, and effective manner, during the environmental decision-making
procedure, about the matters mentioned in paragraph 2;

The local public administration authority, within 5 days of receiving the environmental
impact assessment documentation, shall place the documentation in a location accessible
to the public, inform the initiator, the competent authority, and the public, and
communicate the details of the person providing support to the initiator in organizing the
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public debates.

The national-level environmental impact assessment is carried out in accordance with the
provisions of Chapter VI of Law No. 86/2014, and in the case of projects with potential
transboundary impact, according to the provisions of Chapters IV and V of Law No.
86/2014 and the requirements of the Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment
in a Transboundary Context (hereinafter - the Espoo Convention), adopted in Espoo,
Finland, on February 25, 1991, and ratified by Parliament Decision No. 1546/1993.

Article 19 of Law No. 86/2014 establishes the environmental impact assessment program
implementation process, namely:

para. (2) For carrying out the national-level environmental impact assessment of
the planned activity, the initiator (a natural or legal person, including public and
administrative-territorial units, requesting the right to carry out the planned activity)
shall develop the Environmental Impact Assessment Program, coordinated with the
competent authority. At the same time, the initiator ensures public information and
provides the public and interested public authorities with the opportunity to submit
written comments on the program.

para. (3) The initiator shall publish, in at least one national and one local newspaper,
a brief description of the planned activity, mandatorily indicating its official website
and/or another address where the application and the draft Environmental Impact
Assessment Program can be accessed, as well as the deadlines for submitting
comments. Comments shall be submitted to the initiator, and a copy of the
comments to the competent authority.

para. (4) The initiator shall submit to the competent authority, for coordination, the
draft Environmental Impact Assessment Program, accompanied by materials
proving public notification (copy of the publication, announcement).

And according to Article 24, paras. (1) and (2) of the same law: “The local or central
public administration authority that has issued the permitting act for carrying out
the planned activity for which an environmental agreement has been issued shall
inform the competent authority in writing about the issuance of the permitting act
within 10 days from the date of its issuance. The competent authority shall post a
copy of the permitting act on its official website. The initiator, within 10 days, shall
inform the public about the receipt of the permitting act by publishing
announcements in the media and posting them on its official website."

c. Measures taken to ensure that the timeframes of public participation procedures
comply with the requirements of paragraph 3;
The Competition Council adopts decisions in accordance with the provisions of the
Competition Law No. 183/2012 and Law No. 139/2012 on State Aid. The decisions
of the Competition Council adopted under Law No. 139/2012 and Law No. 183/2012
may be challenged by interested parties in court. The operative part of the decisions
of the Competition Council adopted under Law No. 139/2012 is published in the
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Official Gazette of the Republic of Moldova, taking into account the interests of the
parties and ensuring the protection of information constituting state or commercial
secrets.
And in Article 22 of Law No. 86/2014, the public debate procedure is regulated,
namely:
para. (1) Public debates regarding the environmental impact assessment
documentation shall be organized for:

a) ensuring the public's right to participate in debates and in making important
environmental decisions;
b) considering the objections and proposals of the public regarding the
environmental impact assessment documentation and adopting decisions related to
the planned activity's implementation;
¢) finding mutually acceptable solutions for the initiator and the public to prevent
and minimize negative environmental impacts resuiting from the implementation of
the planned activity.

para. (2) Public debates shall be held in the territory of the local public administration
authority where the planned activity is to be carried out. After the submission of the
environmental impact assessment documentation, the initiator, together with the local
public administration authority, shall establish the venue, date, and time for the public
debates.

para. (3) The initiator shall inform the public about the organization of public debates
by publishing announcements in the media and posting them on its official website.
The local public administration authority shall also post the announcement regarding
the organization of public debates on its website, at its headquarters, and in other
public places. The announcement shall be posted at least 10 days before the public
debates.

para. (4) The results of the public debates shall be recorded in minutes, indicating the
total number of participants, the list of questions, objections, and proposals received
during the public debates on the environmental impact assessment documentation.
The minutes shall be prepared within 3 days from the date of the public debates and
signed by the chairperson of the public debate meeting.

para. (5) If during the public debates on the environmental impact assessment
documentation, no answers were provided to the formulated guestions, the initiator
(the holder of the environmental impact assessment documentation) shall send the
answers within 15 days from the date of the public debates to the authors of the
questions at the postal and electronic addresses indicated during registration.

para. (6) The deadline for submitting objections and proposals from the public,

established by the initiator, shall be at least 15 working days from the date of
publication of the information specified in para. (5).
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d. Regarding paragraph 4, measures taken tc ensure early public participaticn

According to the provisicns of Article 10 of Law No. 11 of 02-03-2010 on Strategic
Environmental Assessrnent, "The initiator, in agreement with the competent authority,
ensures the information and participation of the public in the strategic environmental
assessment of the plan or program through the foliowing actions:

(a) identifying the segments of the public that could be affected by the
impiementation of the plan or program or are interested in decision-making, including
environmental NGCs;

(b) establishing methods for informing the public, such as public announcements in
the media and information published on official web pages;

(c) determining the means of public consultation: written informaticn, public debates,
etc.;

(d) establishing reasonable deadlines to allow the public to participate effectively and
in due time at all stages of the strategic environmental assessment;

(e) informing about the possibility of public participation in the context of
transboundary consultations.”

According to Article 22(1) of Law No. 86/2014 and other legal provisions, the public’'s
right to participate in debates and in the adoption of important environmental
decisions is ensured. Additionally, according to Article 10(4) of Law No. 11/2017, "At
the stages of the preliminary assessment and determination of the scope of the
strategic environmental assessment report, the initiator informs the public in
accordance with the provisions of Law No. 239/2008 on transparency in the decision-
making process about the conduct of the preliminary assessment and the
determination of the scope of the report, about the preparation of the plan or
program, and about the information to be included in the strategic environmenital
assessment report. The initiator ensures the public’s opportunity to express opinions
on the potential environmental impact of the plan or program during the preliminary
assessment stage and on the information to be included in the report at the stage of
determining the scope of the report. The public submits its objections and proposais
to the initiator and the competent authority within a maximum of 10 calendar days
from the date of notification."”

e. Regarding paragraph 5, measures taken to encourage potertial apclicants to
identify the interested public, enter into dialogue, and provide information about the
objectives of their request before seeking a decision;

Such measures are applied oniy within the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
procedure, when coordinating the EIA Program, where the stakeholders that must be
consulted regarding the planned activity are recommended. These measures do not
apply in other permitting activities.

According to point 43 of the Guidelines on the Implementation of Environmental
Impact Assessment Procedures, approved by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Regional Development and Environment No. 1 of 04.01.2019, "Objections, proposals
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(recommendations) from the interested public regarding the approval of the program
implementation are received within 10 days from the date of publication on the official
website of the issuing competent authority in the regulatory procedure section.”.

f. Regarding paragraph 6, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) the competent public authority makes available to the interested public all relevant
information for the decision-making process referred to in Article 6 that is available
at the time of public participation

According to Article 23(2) of Law No. 86/2014, "The competent authority issues the
environmental permit if the environmental impact assessment documentation has
been prepared in accordance with the requirements of this law and the negative
environmental impact has been minimized. The environmental permit shall contain
at least:

(i) the reasoning for the decision; .

(ii) mandatory measures proposed to prevent or reduce the negative environmental
impact;

(iii) information on the public participation process.”

(ii ) in particular, the competent public authority makes available to the interested public
the information listed in this paragraph;

[T

As mentioned above, the competent public authorities make available to the
interested public all relevant information from the decision-making process. The
documentation available to the interested public contains information on the
proposed location, the non-technical summary, potential significant environmental
effects of the proposed activity, studied alternatives, etc.

According to Article 24(2) of Law No. 86/2014, "The competent authority shall
publish on its official website a copy of the environmental permit for the plannad
activity.

The initiator, within 10 days, shall inform the public about the receipt of the permit
by publishing announcements in the media and placing them on its official
website."

The public participation report contains at least the foliowing information:

The planned activity (name, type of activity)

The initiator of the planned activity (name, legal, postal and electronic address, phone
and fax numbers) :

The holder of the EIA documentation (name, legal, postai and electronic address, phene
and fax numbers)

The authority responsible for public notification and/or for distributing the EIA
documentation

The authority responsible for organizing the public participation process and receiving
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public comments (if different from the one mentioned above)

Methods for informing the public, location, time, and form of public debates

List of information provided tc the public at all EIA stages

. Minutes of public consultations, including the list of participants, indicating the
organization’s name (if applicable), subjects discussed

. List of objections and proposals to the EIA documentation received in writing

N o

g. Regarding paragraph 7, measures taken to ensure that public participation
procedures allow the public to submit comments, information, analyses, or opinions
that it considers relevant to the proposed activity

The public may participate in public debates and express opinions it considers
relevant regarding the proposed activity.

According to Article 23 of Law No. 86/2014, the competent authority approves one
of the decisions based on the examination of the environmental impact assessment
documentation, the opinions of central and local public authorities, other interested
institutions, as well as considering the comments submitted by the public in writing
and the results of public consultations.

In this regard, the competent authority collects all recommendations submitted
regarding the consulted draft decision, analyzes them, prepares a recommendation
analysis table with appropriate justifications for accepting or rejecting them, and
ensures its publication on its official website.

h. Regarding paragraph 8, measures taken to ensure that public participation results
are taken into account in a decision

The legislation in force stipulates that the competent authority must consider the
results of public participation in the decision-making process. The principle of public
participation in the development and adoption of environmental decisions within the
regulatory procedure is implemented according to the provisions of Law No. 239 of
13 November 2008 on transparency in the decision-making process and the
Regulation on Public Participation in the Development and Adoption of
Environmental Decisions, approved by Government Decision No. 72 of 25 January
2000.

i. Regarding paragraph 9, measures taken to ensure that the public is informed
promptly of a decision in accordance with appropriate procedures;

The documentation package for decision approval includes the recommendation
analysis table resulting from public consultations. According to the applicable
legislation, the public is informed about the adopted decision through announcements
posted on the official websites of the public authority and the project initiator. The
announcements include the decision text, including the main reasons and
considerations on which it is based.
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j. Regarding paragraph 10, measures taken to ensure that when a public authority
reconsiders or updates the operating conditions for an activity mentioned in
paragraph 1, the provisions of paragraphs 2-9 apply, making the necessary
changes where appropriate;

According to point 140 of the Guidelines on the Implementation of Environmenta!
Impact Assessment Procedures, approved by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture,
Regional Development and Environment No. 1 of 04.01.2019, "The review and
updating of the preliminary assessment decision, program cocrdination opinion, or
environmental permit, as the case may be, is carried out by the issuing competent
authority upon the reqguest of the planned aclivity initiator and/or documentaticn
holder, as well as of the interested public.”

Point 142 of the same Guidelines provides that: "The issuing cormpetent authority,
within 10 days of approving the review decisicn, ensures the following procedures

1 reviews the rmormdt.or. recorded in the project’s persc nalized file alongsi de the

newly received information, evaluates and consults the anpeal of the issued act

with the members of the technical analysis grzup previously involved, wio
subrnitted their views for its issuance;

2. enters notes and/or madifies the conent of the ach or refuses the request;
publishes the decisicn on its official, website, tnder the regulatory prccadur:
section, within 5 working days from approval;. )

4. informs in writing the pianned activity . initiator and/or uommenhauon hioidan,ae

well as tha joca! public administration adthority in whose territory the projact =
oroposad for implernentation, for them to publish, within 3 days, the pualic
announcement prepared according to Annex 19 of* lhe g ldi‘-iﬂ'rﬁnoq' on their offical

“websites, at their headquarters, and, witen ‘apolicable, ori the invesmiari

identification pana! installed at the site;

N analyzeb the substantiated points of view of the intergsted public submitred within

10 days from the publication of Lne revisad fiial decision: '

]ustlﬁ 2 comments ard observations of the ii’!?.t‘f!‘,(—?%&?&?(‘ sublic ma / pe rejectad o,

if cansidered and feading to g ncw review, the competant euthority '«nﬂh inforn

the iniriator or aorurnnntarron h')!rreu and the logal public "Gfl‘l“l;lrayaa” aytharity
within 5 wor.amg days, and reot rw rnr:-::;rr‘ JeHY thro J"(« the meam orovided in

the guidatines; A = gt el o

7. sends the revisad act or, where applicable, the refusal decision to the planred
activity initiator or dorurnnnt‘ation ho!der, ano the !Qr;,al Jublzc ccf:mwm:n...zm
duqmnty Wh&“‘f. the project B p-ar‘nraf! _ o i Rt o

SJ‘.

39




k. Regarding paragraph 11, measures taken 1o apply the provisions of Article 6 to
decisions on the authorization of the deliberate release of genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) into the environment. '

According to the preovisions of Law No. 152/2022 on the Régulation and Control of
Genetically Modified Organisms, after receiving the notification, the National Commission
for Biological Safety is required to inform and consult the public regarding the notification
received.

Law No. 152/2022 picvides that public notification shall be made within 1C days of
receiving the notification, and the public has the rignt to express views within 30 days,
which must be considered by the National Commission when deciding on the proposed
activity authorization. Depending on the comments received, public debates may be
organized on any aspects concerning biosafety.

Between 2020--2024, the National Commission for Biological Safety examined 33
applications and notifications from economic operators concerning the authorization of
imported soybean meal obtained from genetically modified soy. The applications and
notifications were published on the Ministry of Environment’s website for public
information and consuitation.

)

For the purpose of harmonizing national legislation with Directive 2001/18/EC on the
deliberate release into the environment of genetically modified organisms, a new draft
law on genetically medified organisms was developed. The draft law contains mandatory
provisions on transparency, information, and public consultation in the decision-making
process regarding the release of GMOs and products derived therefrom.

The draft law was consulted with relevant institutions and civil society and published on
the Ministry of Environment’s official website ( in the Decision-
making Transparency section and on the governmental portal:

XVI. Obstacles encountered in the implementation of Article 6

Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of any of the paragraphs of
Article 6.

Answer:
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The lack of consistency between the provisions of Law No. 239/2008 on ensuring
transparency in the decision-making process regarding the transparency: of decision-
making on the issuance of permitting acts, and the provisions of the special
environmental laws regulating the procedures for issuing permitting acts, particularly
concerning the organization of public consultations in the process of issuing permitting
acts and the inclusion of the period for organizing cublic consultations within the tine
limits set for issuing the permitting act.

The public’s perception of the import and use of genetically rodified organisms or
products is negative, but usually, the public rarely reacts to notifications submitted by
economic agents regarding the import of geneticaily modified feed.

XVII. Provide additional information on the practical application of the
provisions of Articie 6

Provide additional information en the practicat application of the provisions
regarding public participation in decision-making on specific activities’
under Article 6, e.g. are there any statistics or clher information available ¢n pubiic
particination in decisions on specific activities or on decisions not tc apply this articie
to proposed activities for national defense purposes.

Answer:

The environmenta!l impact assessment (EIA) procedure derives from the provisions of
the applicable regulatory framework and involves carrying out the following procedurai
stages:

1. Preliminary environmental impact assessment of the planred activity;

2. Cohducting tna enwron'ne_ntal lmpact assessme r.L, ac L,Ofdlf‘g to tihe f(,.”O\, fingy
stages: . S
a) the stage of drafting and coordinating the Ervironmerntal Impact Assessinent
Programme, during which public consultation of tie interested oublic is ensured and
DIOVEN; 1 St ; .

b) conducting the enwronrnewtal |mpact sl"udy in_acecorcance with tne pr VIGLISEY
coordinated content of the Environmental Impact Assessment Programme;

c) completing the environmental impact study and preparing the environmentai impact
assessment documentation;

d) exarnining and analyzing the quality of the envirorwnenia .mp act assessiment
gocumentation and ensuring public consuliaticr on its content; ' '
&) organizing a public debate on the environmental impact assessiment decumentaio?
for the planned activity and preparing the report on public participation;

f) examining, discussing, and helding consultations on the environmenia} imnact
assessment documentation between the corapelent.aivirerirnentol authority and e
initiater of the pl arnod arilvﬂy or the hoider cf tnn environmental ’mucf‘t assessimien
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documentation;

) finalizing the environmental limpact assessment documentation and reviewing the
supplementary information;

h) approving the decision to issue the environmental permit or refusing its issuance.
6) In order to assess potentig! adverse effects on environmenta!l factors, the EIA
procedure may also include cther specific environmental protection reguirements
provided by paticnal, European Union, and international legislation to which the
Republic of Moidova is a party. - : ,

7) The environmental impact assessment procedure is conducted by the competent
autherity - the issuing body of permitiing acts in the environmental fieid, in accordance
with the provisions of Article 291 of Law No. 1515 of 16 June 1993 on environmenta!
protection, as amended, Article 5 of Law No. 86/2014 on environmental impact
assessment, as amended, Law No. 160 cof 22 Juiy 2011 on the regulation by
authorization of entrepreneurial activity, as amended, as well as the provisions of this
Guide.

8) Public debate is mandatory in the EIA procedure for projects and programmes.
These debates are organized by the Environment Agency with the support of the
initiator/permit holder.

9) To promote public participation in decision-making processes, the provisions of
current environmental legistation are observed regarding the procedures for issuing
regulatory acts: public anncuncements in mass media, on the websites of institutions,
on the permit holder's webslte, posting at the town hall and permit holder's office, and
public debates.

XVIII. Relevant internet addresses in the implementation of Article 6

www.mai.md,

XIX. Appropriate practices and/or other provisions established for public
participation in the development of environmental plans and prcgrammes
in accordance with Article 7

List the appropriate practices and/or other provisions established for public
participation in the development of environmental plans and programmes, according
-to Article 7. Describe the transposition of relevant definitions from Article 2 and the
non-discrimination requiremeant from Article 3, paragraph 9.
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Public participation during the development of envircnimental pians and programines
has been established through the Regulation on Public Involvement in the
Development and Adoption of Environmental Decisions, approved by Government
Decision (GD) No. 72 of 25 January 2000; lLaw No, 86 of 29 May 2014 on
Environmental Impact Assessment. This law partially transposes Directive
2011/92/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council of 13 December 2011 on
the assessment of the effects of certain public and private projects on the
environment (codified text), published in the Official Journal of the European Union
No. 26 of 1 January 2012; Law No. 1515-XII of 16 June 1993 on Environmental
Protection; GD No. 967 of 09 August 2016 on the mechanism for public consultaticn
with civil society in the decision-making process; and the Guide on Implementing
Procedures for Environmental Impact Assessment, approved by Order of the Ministry
of Agriculture, Regional Development and Environment (MADRM) Ne. 1 of 04 January
2019, whose legal sticcessor is the Ministry of Environment.

The Regulation on Public Involvement in the Development and Adoption of Environmental
Decisions was drawn up to implement the Convention on Access to Informaticn, Plbiic
Participation in Decision-Making, and Access to Justice in tnvironmental Matters, ratifiz
by Parliament Decision No. 346-XIV of 7 Aprii 1999, and the Law on Envircnmental
Protection No. 1515-XII of 16 June 1993. This Regulation establishes the requiremenis
for the central environmental authority to involve the public in the development or draft
laws, regulations, programmes, and other normative acts, the public’s involvement in
decision-making on economic activities with environmental impact at the locat level, in
the development of economic and social development projects and programmes, as well
as the procedure for invoiving the public.

Law No. 86/2014 in Article 2 includes and defines tha foiléwing noticns:

competent authority;
environmental impact;
public;

interested public.

GD No. 967 of 09 August 2016 on the mechanisin for public censuliation with civil sociaty
in the decision-making process defines the following notions:

stakeholder;
decision-making process.

At the same time, certain non-discrimination requirements- e set out in Article § of Law
No. 148 of 09 June 2023 on Access to Public Interest Information:

i
oedl
4]

(1) Any natural orlegal persen has the ri }nr to ucc.e:s {uo lic interest infortnation, v
forms and cenditions provided by law. . .

(2) Information providers are obli ch 1o ensure access te puniic interest.information, wadsr
the forms_and ecnditions provided by law. . : =
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Arcor“th to Article 19, pamqraph (2) and (3) of Law No. 86/2014, for conducting an
anvironmiental impact assessment at the nationa! level of the planned activity, the initiator

draw< up the Environmental Impact Assessment Frogramme, which must be coordinated with

the competent authority. The initiator also ensures public information and provides the

opportunity for both the public and interested public authorities to submit written comments

on the pregramme. The initiator must publish, in at least one national and cne local

newspaper, concise information about the planned activity, indicating their official website

and/or another address where the application and draft Environmental Impact Assessment

Programme can be accessed, as weil as the deadiines for submitting comments. Comments

are-submitted to the initiator, and copies of the comments to the competent auttiority.

According 'to the Guide mentioned above, point 5 describes the Environmental Impact

Assessment procedure, derived from the applicabie regulatory framework and involving the

foliowing procedurai stages:evaluorea prealabild a impactului asupra mediului & activitatii

planificate;

1. Preliminary environmental impact assessment of the planned activity;

2. Conducting the environmental impact assessment, according to the following stages:

a) the stage of drafting and coordinating tne Environmental Impact Assessment Programme,

during which public consultation of the interested public is ensured and proven;

b) coriducting the environmenitai impact study in accordance with the previously coordinated

contant of the Envirenmental Impact Assessment Programme;

¢) completing the environmental impact study and preparing the environmental impact

assessment documentation;

d) examining and analyzing the guality of the environmental impact assessment

docuimientation ana ensuring public consultation on its content;

e) organizing a public debate on the environmental impact assessment documentation for

the plannad activity and preparing the report on public participation;

f) examining, discussing, and holding consultations on the environmental impact assessment

documentation between the competent environmental authority and the initiator of the

planned activity or the holder of the environmental impact assessment documentation;

g) finalizing the environmental impact assessment documentation and reviewing the

supplementary inforrnation;

h) approving the decision to issue the environmental permit or refusing its issuance.

KA. Opportunities for pubiic participation in the develcpment of
environmental policies, undar Article 7.

- Explain what. opportunities . exist for public participation in the deveiopment of
environmental policies, under Article 7.

Answer:

" According to point 28-of the Regulatlon on Public Involvement:in the Development and
- Kdoption of Environmental Decisions, "The central environmental authority and local public
administration authorities shall inform the . public about the approved environmental
documentation through press announcements, communications via radio and television, by
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.; posters displayed at the headquarters of prefecturés, district councils, municipal, town, and
-village.(commune) halls. The approved documentation may be made_availabla te. interested
natural and legal persons from among the involved public.” . 2 !

At the same time, disputes that may arise in the application of envircnmental decisions
between local public administration authorities, beneficiaries, and the population will be
settled by the central environmental authority, within its competence, or by the courts.

XXI. Obstacles encountered in the implementation of Article 7
Describe any obstacles encountered in the implementation of Article 7

Answer:
Public unawareness of environmentai issues, for various reasons:.standard of living,
access to information, age, education, professional interest, =tc.

XXII. Additional mformatlon regarding the practlca! capphcatuon of the provisions
of Article 7 '

Provide information on the practical application of the provisions of Article 7.
Answer: '

According to point 8 of the Guide on Implementing Procedures for Environmenta! Impact

Assessment, approved by Order of the Ministry of Agriculture, Reaional Developriient and

Envircnment (MADRM) No. 1 of 04 January 2019, the envnonmentdl impact assessmeant

aiso establishes the framework for ensuring:

1. Access to environmental inforimation related tc the requiztory procedure, in acsorsiance
with the provisions of the Requlation on Public Access to Envirenmental Informatice,
approved by Government Decision No. 1467 of 30 December 2016;

2. Reqguesting and providing information related to the regulatory procedure, i

.- accordance with the provisions of Law No. 148 of 09 June 2023 cn Access. Iy, Fublic
Interest Information;

3. Consuitation of the interested public, public administration authorities responsibtia for
environmental protection, environmental NGOs, and groups with responsibilities i
environmental protection, established according to national legisiation and the
provisions of the Reguiation on Public Consuitation Procedures witl Civil Society in the
Decision-Making Process, approvpd by Governmer‘t .)ecuc ion '\Jo 967 of 09 August
2016; including,

Participation of the interested public in the proceu of de've%io'pingi anu J(}i.k‘é}‘r"
environmental decisions related to the regulatory procadure, in accordance with the
provisions of Law No. 239 of 13 November 2608 on Transparency in the Decision-
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XXV

~ Making Process and the Regquiation on Pubiic Involvement in the Development and
[ S ¢

Adoption of Environrhen“cél Dzcicions, apprevad by Government Decision No, 72 of 25
January 2000.

- XXX11i. Relevant Website Addresses for the Implementation of Article 7
“Provide relevant website addressas for the impiemeantation of Article 7, if available.

" See Chapter VI

Z¥IV. Efforts Made to Promote Public Participation in the Develgpment of
Rogulations That May Have 2 Significant Ermronmentdl Impact, Accerding o
Article 8

cribe the efforts made to promote effective public participation in the development of

g htlons by public authorities and cther generally applicable legal norms that may have
2 significant environmental irnpact, according to Article 8. Describe the transposition of
relevant definitions from Article 2 and the non-discrimination requirement from Articie 3,

para aph 9.
Answer:

Chapter 11 of-the Regulation on Public Involvement in the Development and Adoption of
Environimental Decisions establishes measures for creating conditions for public participation in

the process of drartn.g laws, reguiations, programs, and other normative acts.

U r.us, the public dutnonty is obhg >l to announce the start of drafting the mentioned acts, to
indicate the deadline for possible public participation, to create working groups for drafting the
projects, which may include representatives of NGOs, other structures, or the general public,
and the public will be given the opportunity to present their observations directly or through
other means.

a) Public involvement is carried cut in a differentiated manner, according te national
censultation  procedures to determine public aftitude towards the intentions to draf
documentation of special impoitance for the population of the Repubiic (laws, national
programs, other normative acts);

b) Environmental socioiogicai studies reflecting more accurately the pubiic attitude towards
.,the drafted projects. Public participation will be ensured already at the initial stage to
give the opportunity to engage in examining various options.

'

“Obstacies Encountered in Impilementing Article 8

Answer:
Insufficient personnei with legal training within public institutions. Lack of public interest in the
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procedures for drafting normative acis.

XXVL Additional Inforination Regarding the Practical Application of the
Provisions on Public Participation According to Article 3

rovide additional information regarding the practical applicaticr of the provisions on public
participation accerding to Article 8

Answer:
Chapter V of the Regulation on Public Involvement in the Development and Adoption of
Environmental Decisions requlates the Public Involvement Procedure as follows:

Point 20. In the case of public invoivement in the precess of dranting laws, regulations, and
decisions regaraing projects at the national level, pr OJ..L~ s with cross-horder impact, 2nd other
iegis'ative and nocrmative acts, the central environmenial authiority;

a) will inform the putiic through the mass media about the initiation of the drafting processes
of the apove-mentioned acts; o oty | B i e s

b) will form wx‘rklr)q graups (public investigation teams), incluging representatives of MGOs
and the priIC

¢) will organize, if necessary, sccoiogical surveys on the reievance and provisions. of the
nermative act to be drafted;.

d) will invite media representatives to the working group meetings, thus ensuring
trangparency of their activities;

) will send the draft acts to N(:Uf' and other interested bodies for review; ity o
f) will organize press conferences, round tables, t2levision and radio prograims t present tie
essence of thesz acts;

) wili consider requests-and praposais recaived,-modifying, if nacassary, the contanz .ol 1he
d-arz documents under development; : - T8 2 e . K atted wtte
n) after approval.by higher-autharitizs or pub! lication i the Ofﬁcial Gazette o f e 33,0 shlic o
Moldova, will organize various public activities to famiiar popuiation with them (pre.
c_.onferen:es, rcun(),hh!fzs briefings, etc.). <35 o o R A

Po.r U 21, in the case )f public ‘nwweno—-r m drafting decisivns regarding: projec: e
rationel le evE i and those with cress-border impact, tha procedare will be simiEr 3

stipui tated | in point ?_Q,of this regulation. . . s s e s e : W e

Point. 22, In thn case of public involvement in drafting decisions regarding econamic g
w-_!*,tzl.el_)v.xrm“nen.,al impact at the local ie\/ol, local public administration bodies:

33.') t‘h vubal orwrmr:rlreum (nf‘\JGL r»=pr unfdtlxc.J unf UUpubll wm
el ey snduct surveys to_determine the nossile impact.cf Ine proposed mo;._ _i.
lggi}!ibe constituted on a Pa.«t"' basis from rapr e&::w'tmw o of the iniareste




consultation witl be conducted through environinental sociological surveys with specific
1“‘?"0(;3: and tetnnilquesfor #ifors ik -and conslitation. Point 24. The Guration-of s SUIVSYS
it o 30 days, depending on the ratsgoiy of acts to be approved. If necessary, dapending

l > 19
Cgn the complexity, e survay can e axtended Up to 60 days.

attnonity, beneficiary,” populadon). Foint 23. Depending’ on' the degree of compiexity,

Point 25. The beneficiary:

FAY "L"_ organizes pUBlic ¢ de ahatle & ,,=owe(t bﬁiﬁ‘ﬁﬁéd’fO-II'J.E’,Yéli')if'latiC;ﬂ,':. b g B
- T wmuinils the Felbults of plibis -« ahrias to the st environmental expertise for raview:
is rezponsibile for iny plcn ent ing the con-.,lus.or.s of the public audit confirmed by the state
snvirenmental expertise; ] u A '
covers ail expenses r'eh‘_e:, 10 the procedure of public invoivement in the respeciive
activities. )
Wm' 75, Dubu\. mvo.vemel i \\n! e considered completed upon puollcatuorw of the d -f sioh
:dep ed Fo!!umng the public covdhltation on the respective projects.
KXV, Relevant Website Addiasses for the Implementation of Article 8§, If
Avatlabie

Drovide the relevant website addresses, if available:
L rpediv,gov.md, www am. gov,ind

WY ' iegisiation, Reeuiztions, and Other Measures Implemeniing the

Srovisions on Access to Justice from Arucle 9

List the legisiation, requlatiors, and cther rieasures implementing the provisions or access to
justice from Article 9. ' ' -

Expiain how each paragraph of Articie 2 has been implementad. Describe tha transposition of
rotovanl  detinitions from Article 2 and tie non-discrimination requirement in Aiticie 3,
patagraph 9

Answei:

The justice sector of the Repubiic of Moldova includes the courts, the Superior Councii of
Magiciracy (SCM), the criminal prosecution system, the Prosecutor Geneiar's Gitice (PGO)
the Ministry of Justice (MJ), and selecied indepencent and EXPCUtIVL -level entities p. ovndﬂng
~tanciilary services 6 the courts. <

The iegislative measures impiementing the provisions on access to justice are: the
CU 5 Constitution-of the Republic of Moidova, the Administrative Code, the Civil Procedure Code,
Law no. 148/2023 on Access to Pupiic Interest Information, Government Decision no.
1467/2016 approving the Regulation on Public Access to Environmental information, etc.
Article 20 of the Constitution of the &epublic of Moidova guarantees free access to justice

~
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as follows

(1) Everyone has the right to effectlve sat'sfact'on from competmt rourt aga-h ,t m,ts that

. viclate their rights, freedoms and Iegltlmate mtcrests ity i v o
{2) No law may restrict access to justice. : ;

Article 34 of the Constitution establishes the following:

(1) The right of a person to access any information of public interest cannot be rescricted.
(2) Public authorities, according to their competencies, are obliged to ensure correct
information of citizens on public affairs and matters of personal interest.

(3) The right to information must not prejudice measures for citizen protection or naticnal
security.

(4) Public, state, or private media are obliged to ensure correct informaticn of public opirion.
(5) Media are not subject to censorship.

Tha Administrative Code, at Article 39, paragraph (2), states that any person claimirg a right
violated by a public authority or due to failure to resclve a request within the legal term may
apply to the competent court. Article 68 establlaheJ thai pubhf authorltles are ob;uoed o
ensure:

a) proper organization and conduct of the administrative procedure;

b) receipt, registration, and resolution of petitions submitted, as well as the legality of
decisions and their communicarion within the legai terim; ok
c) application of provisions regarding administrative transparency and access"tc‘ public
informatiorn. ' il o T mp— ' A

Law no..148/2023 aims to ensure transparency of pubiié sector activities, Article 6 ;arau 3
(1) of this law regulates that "Any. natural or lega! person has the right fo. access
interest information, in the forms and conditions provided by law."

Additionally, the Law on Access to Public Interest Information stipuiates that refusai o
provide such information must be in- writing, stating the rname_ of the infory mﬂon ﬂ"(‘\,:dw
the name and surname or designation of the requester, the date of refusal. the kbasis '
motivation for refusal, the means to contest the. refusal, and the handviritten or eiec?msit;
signature of the head of the provider.

The law also sets strict deadiines for processing information access requests (o iater wian
10.working oays) G ey

The Regulation on Public Access to f_m/ironmental !morw tion, containg. provisions on a¢ees

to justice related te environmental information. (Pilizr Gnej as follows: accoraing o point 52,
any applicant who considers that their request for environmentat information was unjustifiably
refused, partially or entirely, ignored, or answered |..cmpwpnuv=!y by a public authority, or
that access to information was denied, may submii a pretiminary requast 1© the ngad of the
respective public autharity or the superior hierarchical body requesting reconsideration. of .L,Jw.-:-_
acts or omissions. : :
If the applicant considers thernseives aggneved af'tc*-r apptylr‘q point 32 or has r.ot re: uvm a
response within the legal term, they may file a fawsuit in accordance with the provisicns of
Adiministrative Code no. 116,/2018.




C‘v‘l Procedure Code no. 225/2002, at ,\rtlcle 5 requlates:
) Any interested person has the iight to apply to the court, as established by law, to defend
heir violated or contested nqnts, freedoms, and legitimate interests.
'\?,\ No one chall be deniet!judicial defense due to the non-existence, imperfecticn, confiict,
\)r ohscurity of legislation in fcrc
(3) The waiver of the right to appl” to court through a prior agreement has no legal effect,
exce t for cases of arbitration agreements concliuded undei the law

Wcord!nJ to Article’ 162, paragraph (2) of the Administrative Code, "if the pubiic guthoriiy
does not resolve the petiticn Within the terms provided by this Code, the affected person ha
the right to submit a preliminary request within 30 days from the communication or
hotification of the individual administrative act or rejection of the petition, as established in
Article 165, paragraph (1) of this Codie,

Alsc, if the public authority fails o resolve the request within the provided term, the
preliminary request may be submitted within one year after the expiration of the terin. :

Also, specificaii y describe:
{a) According to paragraphi 4, measures taken to ensure that:

(i) any person who consideis that their request for information, pursuant to
Article 4, was ignored, wrongly refused, partially or entirely, or who considers that
they received an inadecuate response or that their request was not considered
according to Article 4, has zceess Lo a recourse procedure before a court or another
independent and imparlia! body provided by law,

According to Article 25 of Law 148/2023:

1. Any person cIa|m|n the right of access to public interest information may challenge in
court-any action or inaction by information providers that violate the provisions of this
law.

2. Challenges against actions or inactions of information providers are carried out by filing
an administrative contentious action, which is submitted and examined according to the
Administrative Cede, without observing the prior procedure, except for exceptions and
completions provided by this law. Regarding administrative contentious procedure, ail
information providers are assimilatad to pubiic authorities.

3

The administrative contentious action must be submitted within 30 days from the
communication of the information provider’s response. If the provider does not resolve
' ‘the request within the term provided in Article 19, the action may be subrnitted within
one year from the expiration of the term.

1
RN

(i1}  In case a party ensures such recourse before a court, it shall ensure that such a person
also has access to a substantive procedure established by law, which shall be free or not
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excessively costly, in case of reconsideration of the requsst by a publsc autho'i% roor
review by-an independent and impartial body other H‘m a )uﬂ

(iit) The final decision taken in accordance with the provisions of point 1 mus! be
binding on the public authority holding the information. Reasons must be c,ec!areﬂ'
in writing, at least in cases where the nicimation is refused pursuant to the
orovisicns of this point;

{b) Iieasures taken to ensure that within the national legislation members of the
public concerned who meet tne criteria set out in paragraph 2 have access © a
review procedure before a court and/or another independent and impartial body

established by law to chailenge the substantive and procedurst norms of any
decision, act, or omission subject to the provisions of Article 6€;

(€). . Inaccordance with paragraph 3, each:party shali ensiire that, when af cilteiia, -
are met, if provided by national legistation, members of the public have access o
administrative or judicial prccedures to challenge acrs or ;-méssions.u rrivate
paersons and public autherities that contravene the provisions of national
environmental legisiation;

3 X o 3 o 0. § f LR ey las
' ' : T

HO.4% O Obstacles encouvntered in impiementing faticla 9

Describesany obstacle encountered in impiementing any naragraph of Article 9. -« .,
Answer: R

insufficient legal staff within *he mwronmenga' r\rc*e t;“ Shorizes, . . - e,
The r “eraI’HZat!OH of courts and otfier mectlve efforts must strengthen and not jeccercie
access 1o justice szrvices for the local population, aspeciaily in environmental matters,

Redis red mability among the rura! ponulztion, combined with longer travel distances, AR, o0
“ransport conditions, .may raise concerns regarcing agcess to justics s2nnces. This isparti-lz,
relevarit in remote and rural areas, where 57 pcm.ni of the ditizens of the  Repubiic of ‘wm it
live - and which represent 84 Dorrent of the poor i1 the Fepublic of Mokdova,, - _—

[T

MK Additionad information regarding the gracticsd application of the pruvisions
wf Articie 9
Provide additional information or. the nmc‘u. In-t" icn of th\_ rr wisians cong GG
justice. under Arficle 3, for example,. are tir.e statistics available o acress o jusdce
environmencal matters,.and are thee rnccha.u: s for removing or red ucing Firardal and orher
carriers to access to jusiice? : ;

Ausviat: | S : ' ‘ B R YR | S
Law ro. 148/2023 on Accéss to P %:iaf Interest }'n.ammhon rc;g aw e etnanienis i
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ting the right of access to wough the courts. Practically, access to justice under
Ss v refers to the p ‘:)Slb ity of v parsen to challenge before a fo"rt the refusal, delay,

or onussion by public authorities end other information providers to communicete the
redl ac information. Accorum .u /\t ticle 25 paragraph (1) of the law, any parson who
dotsicers that teir right of acceis 1o public interest information has been vicatad: may

ciiienos the agtion or naction of o lnforrr.atlor’ hrovider before the court. -
WARL. :’i:;ﬁvant website adds BRSO for the impismentation of Article ©

;‘;{ii,i :,..w-f,,w,
R Pd{‘?(ﬁ” VI
.f:t“;f " Genetal comments irf“'“"?‘dhif; the murposs Of the Convenficn te
i you conzidar it gpproonate, SNow Pow tne |mruem nitation of the Convc—'nt'u‘ cont i'nut&:s w0
the proLc:cuon of the riuht 6 an\,"nercon oF presdr nt and future generPUons to II\’\” :n an '

enwromi ent adequate to hedith ano walkbeing. s ' .

Aasweer: : '

The implementation of the Converition on Access to Information, Fublic Particication’ in
Piezicion-Making, “and Access' o Justice n Environmental Malters; adopted in Aarnus,
Denmark, on 25 June 1998, creates a general legisiative framework that ensures sustainabile
deveibpment and envirenmental protaction by taking into account that better access to
information and public participation in the decisien-making process improve the qualicy of
public zuthotities” decisions, contribute to public awareness on environmenrtal issues, end’
wigvy note eco -uq:ca' education aimed #t & deeper understanding cf environmental pmosemc
Thus, the impiementation of the Convention ensures better access to information and pubiic
& LClprlt:uD in du_ sion-making, whizh leads to improved quality of decisions by oubiic
aulnorities '

¥AXIIX, Legislative, regulatory, and other measures to imiplement provisions
regarging gensticaliy nodified organisms i accordance with Articie ¢ bis and Annex
& his
Descrioe the legislative, regulatory, and other measures to implement provisions regarding
public participation n decision-making on the deliberate release into the environmient and
placing on the mariet of geneticaliy modified organisms as per Articla 6 bis.

Ansyrer:

Article 3 of Law no. 152/2022, Basic principles of state policy in the field of activities regarding
the deliverate release into the environment and placing on the market of genetically modified

“itdgrganisims. The state policy in the field of activities concerning the deliberate retease into the
environment and placing on the market of genetically modified organisms is based on the
following principles:

(941
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d)

The precautionary.principle, according to which the deliberate release into the environment
of .genetically medified organisms and placing on the market. of products~cdntaining or
consisting of genetically modified organisms is allowed anly when there is no direct or
indirect, ‘immediate or long-term action causing cumulative adverse effects 'on human
health and the environment, as established through risk assessment in a transparent
manner, based on reliable scientific methods and available scientific and technical data;
The principle of safety of operations related tc creation, maintenance, burial, lesting,
commercial use, and transboundary movement of genetically modified organisms and
products consisting of genetically medified organisms, as products tnemselves or
components of products;

The principle of priority of protecting human heaith and the environment over economic
benefits generated by the use of genetically maodified crganisms;

The principle of transparency towards consumers, ensuring public availability of information
regarding potentia! risks generated by the use of genetically modified organisms and the
actual situation concerning the spread of geneticaliy modified organisms in the Repuiblic of
Moldova. - : ~

According tc Article 12, the National Commission for oiuﬂq;ccgl Safety . e

(1) The National Coi mmission for Biolcgical Safety. (hereinafter - the Lommusmn) 5 an

mterdepartnmnta! body without legal personality, having the following competences:

a) examines riotificaticns in terms of ecological risk assessment for human health and the
environment, risk management, amergency intervention measures, monitcring plans, and
detection and identification methods of genetically modified organisms for the first request
for deliberate release or.placing on the market of a.geneticaliy moulﬂoci Qrganisig or a
combination of genetically modified organisms as a product itself or a a compenent of a
genetically rnocified product on the territory of the Republic of Moldeva; SR

b) issues an evaluation report within the deadline estat:lished by. the procedure descti h i 1
Chapter III. The evaluation report and minutes of ‘meelings are suomlttec‘ tﬁ the
Environmental Protection Agency both on paper and ﬁieftrunu_ally,

¢) coordinates the list of institutions and accepted exrerts for preparing environmentat risk
.assessmeants; e

d) cooperates Wlth the Environmental Protection Agf‘nrl the Ministry of Environiment, and
contro! bodies te establish necessary measures in case of major risks or for the application
of safeguard clauses;

g) requests information from the notifier and authont,eq involvcd in amplemerm g this izw;

f} cooperates with the Ministry of Environment and the Environmental Protaciion Aganmyin
drafting the normative framework re!ated to this law; " 5

g) issues an evaluaticn report on-genetically modifiad food and Tead for U‘Hs* :9';:4: ation by
the National Food Safety Agency in the State Ragister of genetically medified food zng f_s;ed
products i e : el o s . oA AF B

Article 28 of Law no. 157//_0[’ Public Infor mat”" and j?""[li_ip'.nu g
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1) The consultation’ and public pairtcipation procedura in decision-making starts from the date
of notification submission to the Commission and fasts 30 days.
( "the date sét in paragraph (1), the Environmental Protection Agency riublishes on its
fficial website the notification and puplic information according to Annex no. 7.
(3 ‘i ne public may submit otﬂec iens and proposals 16 the Environmentai Protection Agency
' by e-mail cr by mail. ' '
& ﬁmenumg on the comments receivad, the Environmental Protection Agency is cm‘tled to
“organize public debates regarding all aspects of the subject under discussion.
{(5Y \'V.Lhm 10 working days frem the end of the public consuitation, the Environmental
 Protection Agency prepares a synthesis of the coimments and posts it on its official website.
(6) Without prejudice to the piovisions of Article 31, the Environmental Protection Agency
~informs the public and publishes on its official website, no later than 10 days after making
a decision, the following information:

a) the evaluation report of the Commission;
b) the authorization issued under the provisions of Chapters III or 1IV.

The Environmental Protection Agency updates and maintains on its official website the
reghte. prowded for in A"tecm JO

oy
N

For the purpose Cf harmonizing nationai leg'slanos‘ with Directive 2001/18/EC on the deliberate
reledse into the environment of geneticaily modified organisms, a new draft faw on geneticaliy
medified organisms has been” daveioped. The draft law contains mandatory provisions
regarding transparency, informing, and consulting the public in the decision-making process
¢oncerning the introduction of GMOs and products derived from them.

Article- 15, Authorization for activiies with genetically modified organisms for the purpose of
deliberate release into the environment

(1) The authorization form for activities with genetically modified organisms for deiiberate
release into the envircnment is approved by the Government.
(2) The authorization is drafted in Romanian and must contain:

@) the issuer of the authorization;
Y)Y the name/designation, address/seat of the notifier, contact person aetails;
@) unigue identification code;
) description of the genetic modification;
i).- validity term of the authorization;
1) purpose of the release;
. k) country of origin;.
1) - exporting country;
..y approved iocations with exact areas for testing;
n) labeling requirements, if applicable;
0) requirements for monitoring and reporting results;
p) obligations of the notifier.



(3) The authorization is issued by the Environmental Protaction Aoemy wn:hm 10 workmg days
from the date of receipt of the Commission’s evaluation report ccntaining the
recommendation for issuing the authorization and only upon presentation of proof of
payment of the fee according to paragraph (8).

(4) The Environmental Protection Agency publishes the authorization on its oifficial website.

(5) The nctifier may begin deliberate release into the environment only after receiving the
authorization.

(6) The validity of the authorization may not exceed 5 years.

(7) The authorization cannot be transferred to third parties.

(8) The notifier pays the fee provided in Annex no. 8 for the authorization of activities with
genetically modified organisms for deliberate release into the environment. The fee is
transferred to the state budget (environmental pollution payments).

a. Regarding paragraph 1 of Article € bis and:

(iy Paragraph 1 of Annex 1 bis, arrangements regaraing the reguiatory framewaork oiine
Parties to ensure effective information and public participation in decisions subject to the
provisions of Article 6 bis; -

Thus, in the case of deliberate release into the envircament of genelically modified orcanisme
pursuant to the provisions of Article L8 paragraph (1), any natural or legal person int2nding to
place on the market a genetically modified organism or a combination of such organisms,
approved for use by the European Union, either as products themselves or components of
products, must submit in advance a notification to the Ervironmental Agency in order to oblain
the authcrization provided for in Articie 5 paragraph (6).

According to point 18 of the Regulation on the autherization of activities r'élateﬁd to the
obt?inim‘,, testing, use, and marketing of genetically madilied organisms for the authoer .;_»;dm
of activities concerning the deliberate release into the envircnment of geneticaliy modiie
organisms, the following shall be considered:’

a).genetically modified organisms arise from the use.cf. the techniques indicated i pgint £
letter (a) of this Regulation; : :

b) technigues that are not considered to ger*@rate f‘cnetn modifications are indicated in coint
8 letter (b) of this Regulaticn.

At peoint 22, the list of documents that economic r,grntr "‘"ldSt submit to thf:, l‘ «‘r:r{ng
Commission for the Authorization of Activities concerning the Deliberate Release orite the
Markat f Genetically Modified Grganisms and Products Davived Therefrom is estatiicned,

(n) Paraqraph 2 of Annex 1 his, any ﬁ<u=-p“:"n” provided in the requiator'f framewsrld of
the Parties to the public participaiion procedure provided in Annex I bis and the critenia for
such ar gxception.

(m) Paragraph 3 of Ai‘nney I b s, measures taken o miakz available to ihu re 1_1 §r Qn
-adeqguate, timely, and effective manner a sumenary of the notification submitted 16 obtain

1 - : . 1 e A
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authorization for the dﬂll!"eruu. e laase or placing an the market of such geneticaliy modified
organisms, as We.l as the assessment report, if available :

{iv) Paragraph 4 of Annex [ bis, measures taken to ensure that under no r.rfumbmwr
the information provided in that paragraph is considered confidential; the Competent
Authorily consults and informs the public in the decision-making process, respecting the
legisiation in force regarding public access to information and confidentiality.

Articie 13 of Law no. 152/2022, obligations of the netifier

{1) Under this iaw, the notifier wiho conducts activities of deliberate release into the environment
or piacing on the market, imperi, export, transit, storage, handling, transportation of a genctically
madified organism or a combination of genetically modified organisms, as a product itself or a
cernponent of a product, shall undertake measures to ensure that the activities performed do not
proauce adverse ufects on human health and the @nvironment, being obliged to:

a) aillow access to the authorities responsible for carrying out controls in the premises
where  activities with geneticaily modified corganisms, as products themselves or
components of preducts, are conducted, cooperate with them, and present documents
proving the nature of the products used regarding genetic modification, for verifying their
compliance with the conditions of the authorization issued by the Environmentai Agency
or to establish the legality of the activity;

b "allow sampling from the geneticailly mocdified organism, as a product itself or a
compenent of a product, by the legal representative of the National Food Safety Agency
or an accredited laboratory;

¢) provide the authorities responsible for controls with documents establishing the mode
of transportation of genelically modiified organisms, as products themselves or components
of products, safety measures for transporiation, the place and manner of storage,
mfor.nat.o.s on labeling, packading, and waste management;

d) keep records of activities carried cut with geneticaily modified organisms for 10 years
from the end of the release intc the environment or placing on the market;

¢) take measures to ensure that the activities carried out do not cause adverse effects on
the environment, human heaith, and animals.

2 The notifier who submits a notification under the provisions of Chapters 1II and 1V
must, prior to this, ensure the performance of an ecological risk assessment.

(J) \Jpon ‘he Pmeroencc of riew mformatlon regdrdlng ri‘;ks posed by c'eneUCdIIy modlf ed
- @rganisms, as_products fhemselveo or components of products, to. human health or the

environment, the notifier is obllgnd to:

a) inform the Environmental Agency immediately upon becoming aware of any changes or
new information;
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b) take necessary measures to protect human health and the environment;

c) immediately inform the Environmental Agency in case of a: ,rudmtf involving qeho*aca'!
~modified organisms following transboundary movements, 0 Wit~ ety LN,

Article 31, confidentiality of data

(1) The Environmental Agency, the Commission, and the Ministry of Environment <nall not
disclose to third parties any confidential information notified or subject to information
exchange under this law and shall protect intellectual property rights related to the
received data, except as provided by law.

(2) The notifier shall specify the information in the submitted notification whose disciosure
could affect its competitive position and which, therefcre, must be treated as confidentiai.

(3) The Environmental Agency and the Commissicn may grant confidential treatimen’ oniy
regarding the following information, based on verifiable justifications, it the notificr has
demonstrated that disclosure of such information could significantly harm its interests:

a) the manufacturing or production process, including the. method and its inpovatjve
aspects, as well as other technical and industrial ,peu-icmond irherent in the precass or
method, except information relevant to safety assessment;

b) commercial relaticnships between a manufacturer or importer and the applicant or
autnorization holder, as applicable; ~ ‘

¢) commercial information revealing sources, market Jhare:, or cormmercial strateqy cf the
appucant; 2

d) information concerning DNA sequeiices, except 'se:quenc_f:s used for d‘“t(:"m i1,
identification, and quantification of the transformation event;

e) models and reproduction strategies.
(4) The Environmental Agency has the right o disclose the information mentionad.

Daragraph (3) If it is essential to adopt urgent mramro for protecting hu nian, b ..-Jrf,
animai heaith, or the environmerit.

(5) Before making an official decision regarding a request for cenfidential treatment, the
Fnvircnimental Agency shall inform the notifier in writing zbout its intention to disciose the
information and the reasons underlying it. If the irotitier disagrees with the assessinent of
the Environmental Agency, it may express its opinicn or withdraw tha request, within bwe
weeks from the date it was notified of the authority's pasitior. ' P

(6) Information intended for the public providad in Annex no. 7 shall not be consirdarac
confidential. : T




(7) If for certain reasons the notifier withdraws the notification, the Environmental Agency,
the Commission, and other authorities involved in the notification and authorization
procedure shaill respect the confidentiality of the received information.

{¥Yy" Paragraph 5 of Annex I bis, ineasures taken to ensure transparency of decision-
making procedures and to provide public access to relevant information reﬁarrjmg
thc procecure, inc uqu, for exampie:

o The nature of poss-ib.‘e decisions;

Iﬁ"‘t' iis case, the decision refers to the issuanca of the authorization for delibérate release
it the environment or the impoert consent, the decision to renew the dutnor:z?tmn, or s
susper: ision or cancellation, as applicable.

b. The public authority responsible for the decision;
“‘!h“n '“ahon | competent authofity - the National Commission for Biological Safety.

¢. The modalities of puoilc partzupailon established in accordance with paragraph 1 of
*r\npx [ bis. '

Law no, 152/2022 on the reguiation and control of genetically modified organisms establisties
the procedure for public consultation in the authorization process of the deliberate release of
cenetically modified organisms into the environment.

Article 14 para. (5) If the submitied decumentzition package is incompiete, the notirier is
sbliged to complete the missing iniormation within no more than 20 days. Otherwise, the
authorization procedure ceases without prejudice to the notifier's right to submit a new
netification. '

(6) Within 5 working days from the date of registration of the notification, the Environmeintai
Agency transmits it electronically to the Commission for examination, informing the notifier
accordingly.

{77 The Commiszion examines the notification within 30 working days and issues an evaluation
report, which it submits to the Environmental Agency.

Article 23, Renewed Authorization
2 "’(l"‘ Within- 30 working days from the date of receipt of the notification, the Environmental
“ Agency issues the renewed authorization regarding the placing on the market of genetlcally

modified organisms, as such or as components of products.

(2) The Envircnmental Agency issues the authorization upon presentation of proof of
payment of the fee provided in Annex no. 8.
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(3) The validity period of the renewsd authorization zhall not exceed 5 years.
An indication of the public authorily from which re:?mrr mffnrnotlon Can b@ ()Dtﬁ"’h";

The National Commission for Biclogical Safety -- the (:ompetent authority is tasked with
consuidng and informing the public in the decision-making process, respecting trie
applicable legislation on public access to information.

Thus, the competent authority publishes on the website of the Ministry of Mv;rm ment
vnder the secticn "National Commission for Biological Safety” tne notification and the
annexed set of documents to the application,

An indication of the public authority to which coniments cen be sent and the umerable for
submitting comments;

Articie 28 Pu‘ﬂac'*vc. mation and i arhupath R,
) The censuitation and public paiticipation proyeuure N AeCisicn-Imaking stars from tna
date of submission of the notification to the Comimisaion and (35t5 30 days.
(2) Gn the date set in para. (1), the Environmental Agency bublishes on its officia) website
tha notificatior:- and information intended for. tﬂe nubiic, in dCLOIC.a’kt. Wi Lf‘,,,;,x. ,.cw, rg._.
8 . ;
3) 'i‘""le public rmay submit -:)b_'iec?.:ion and aJrostau to the Environmantal Agency y.2-mad
or by mail " e
4 U@pa ﬂth on the "0ml NENts rec ?:\fr—‘-d, the an: Qnm“nfa Agency muy ¢ crian
debaies on all aspects of the subject inder discussior. _
Within 10 working days from the end of the puslic CC)rv:':i'fai;ior Me. Environmental
Agancy prepares a sumnary of the comments and posts it on jis officiy) webaivs, o
(63, Without prejudice to the provisions of Article 21, the Ln\,..u.r. sente! Agency &
publiz information and publishes on its official website, within no more than 10 dave
- from raklnu a dgcision, the following. inforrmation:

——
W
St

“d

a) the Commissien’s evaluation t:ezj:ort; SeT i o i W T e e Sy

D) the au*horl dt!on IS >ued ursumnt to the prow aons c,r Lh ers il or Iv, |

(7) In" Evironmensal Ag"my umoﬁs and MENLNE o it offiial vichaite tha o
prQ\/,i;Jedm,;m e 3030, e SR e R o iy PPN, SRt

(v}, ' Par'ésgrapsh 6 of Annex ] bis, meagures fagon 1o engure tha '*h-(«g. S Enge e
it f/.::l, te implemant putag.aol o J"\I"!n(" 1 bis alipw the public to submin, i
apurc,praate manner,, any. comments, infon I:‘Uuh, znalyses, or opinicns thay oo d
mlwvar.l to the oroposed deliber rate ;'@!3, ol pédung; O ,Lbe ean'et ' .'_,‘ . .
<l
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P L - amqi.s:‘a @1 IS, measuies taken te ensure thai *ue ﬁ'-»;uif"fs of
- pablic participation procodl'r 5 oroanized in accerdance with paragravn 1 of Annox L5
arestaken into accoun

Wi a*rixi’;heraui.horization procedure for the deliberate release into the environment for
resdng purposes, pubiic comments oo taiken into consideration.

Thus,inraccordance with the “\r:,va= s of Article 28 of Law 1i0. 152/2022, pubiic comiments
ceptec within 20 daysfrum ihe date of inform ng the public and wili h(—* ‘."»km into
t Nty tn\, :"mmul (\...mw sion when making the authorization decision for the
vrogesed activity, Depending on the comments recsived, public debates rr‘a, bc orgenized
ST RIEST :wfu rﬂqav ing:-the ficld reguiared by this law. : TN
At the:sarmadima, pursuant fa.point 29-of the Qequ ai on on the dutfuorlf_mﬁn of. artivites
related o the oblaining, testing, us2, urd marketing of genetically madified o NEGEARISMS,
the National Commission informs tha notifier within a maximum of 90 days about the
reca;épt of the notification, meniioning ihat:

.:‘. ) the notification received complias with the provisions of the legislation in f"'&:‘(‘e;_ .

2% the notifier must provide additions! information; y ;

r‘) the proposeaq activity does not meet the COnJumn', of the BI0.0Q!"al Safety Lavs ana of

"

his, .«"oqulation and the notification'is rejected; or
i) the ,7ropooe0 aclivity is not subject to the provisions of the Biological Safety Lavw and
s wuu ation.

Ascording 'tc- the provisions of L"ﬂ‘- N '..:1‘,«; 152;2027, tthe National Com_miSsioﬁ’imbrr 't'r"'
public, shacifying the ways in Wit ‘
Cie ‘“ert ens ko thie” ‘\Iat!onan Conn..m km dur:ng 1"'3 C .sultation [JGi’iOd.COFIS:.!fI:aH!.

Y.
i

{viit}y Paragraph 8 of Annex I bis, measures taken to ensure that the texts of decisions
subject to the provisions of Ynnex 1 bis, adopted by a public autherity, are mede
available to the public toqcmor with the reasons and considerations on which they
are haeed ' '
A no. 1“2/2022, the National Cominission ensures public participaticn in decision-making
regarding the authorization of activities requlated by this law, in accordance with the
provisions of national legisiatior and the international iegal acts to which the Repubiic of
Molaova is a party.
{; Regarcing pavagrapit 2 <F Arddce 6 bis, now the requirements carmed cul in
zccordance with the provisions of Aanex I bis are complementary and muiuaily supportive
of the national biosarety frammework of the Pairty end are consistent. with the objectives
of the Cartagena Protoccl on Biosatety to the Coinventior: on Biological Diversity.
xhe Republic of Moldova ratidied the Cartagena Protoco: on Biosafety to the Conventicn
cn Biological Diversity by Law nc. 1381 dated 11-10-2002.

- Thus, the Republic of Moldova, as a Party, through normative. acts provisions, ensures
that the production, handling, transport, ‘use, transfer, and release of any genetically
modified organism is conducted in @ manner that prevents or reduces risks o biciogical
divarsity, wile also taking into account risks to numan health.
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The legislation provides that the National Commission for Biological Safety — the
competent authority — has the responsibility to consult and inform the public in the
decision-making process, respecting the Ieguslatlon in force regarding public access to
information.

The authorization procedure for- activities related to the development, testing, use, and
commercialization of genetically modified organisms'is regulated by the Regulation on
the authorization of activities related to the development, testing, use, and
commercialization of genetically modified organisms, approved by Government Decision
no. 1153 dated September 25, 2003.

XXXIV. Obstacles encountered in the implementation of Article 6 bis
and Annex I bis
Describe any obstacles encountered in implementing Article 6 bis and Annex I bis.

Answer:

Public perception of the import and use of geneticaliy modified organisms or products is
negative, but usually, the public rarely reacts to notifications submitted by economic agents
for the import of genetically modified feed.

XXXV. Additional information regarding the practical application of the
provisions of Article 6 bis and Annex I bis

Provide additiona! information regarding the practical application of provisions relatea to
public participation in decision-making regarding the deliberate release into the envircriment
and placing on the market of genetically modified organisms according to Article € bis; for
example, whether there are statistics or other information available regarding putlic
participation in such decisions or regarding decisions made under paragraph 2 of Annex I bis
considered exceptions to the public participation procedures in the annex

Answer:

According to point 21 of the Regulation on the authorization of activities related to the
development, testing, use, and commercializaticn of genetically modified organisms, for the
approval of activities concerning the deliberate release into the environment of genetically
modified organisims, the National Commission may apnly, as appropriate, the rules and criteria
of simplified procedures, provided that:

the taxonomic position and biology of the genetically modified organisms are well krown,
and information is held regarding risk assessment involving species of olants and cther
organisms in the experimentai ecosystem;

- scientific data result from experimental environmental releases of gene’ucal'v modified plants
belonging to the same recipient plant species;

» the inserted sequences with their expression results are safe for human health and t?fz’e
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environment under experimeiital introduction conditions;
the inserted sequences are v;z!;. characterized and integrated into the p!ant‘s nuclear
genome. '

Moreover, at point 47 letter e),itis established that when making decisions remidlr:q the activity
requested i in the notificati on, th‘, National Commission takes into account public comments, which
are a ;vr.ory in nature and ‘recaived within 30 days from the date of informing the’ Dub'lC

Depending on the comments received, public hearings may be organized on ali aspects of the

ifq' ’5 ( .sn'\.,s

- AJ

e P T
it 5% T Y O 1 A S

EXRVES Reinvam internet uddresses for the implementation of Am che b
T ’

Relevant internet addresses, if avaiiable, including internet addresses for decision registers
and communications related to genetically modified organisms of the Ministry of Envircnment.

Answer:
Praviously, decision registers and communications related to genetically medified organisms
were on paper. Starting this year, in accordance with Law no. 152 of June 9, 2022, on the
requlation and control of 9en<—‘ucasly modified organisms, an electronic register has begurn to
o craated by the Environmiental Adency, an authority subordinated to the Ministry of
Frvitonment.

KRKXVIL Hesults regarding compliance aspects
i, aiter considering a report and 2ny iecommendations of the Compiiance Comimitlee, ihe
Meeting of the Parties at its last session decided on measures regarding your country’s
cornpiiance, please indicate (a) what those measures were; and (b) what specific aztions your
countiy has taken to implement the measures to achieve compliance with the Convention.
Please inciude references to the relevant sections, ff appllcable

Answer:
(a) Measures undertaken by the Republic of Moldova have been:
i) Continuation of monitoring the implementation of the Convention’s princinles, inciuding

access to inforration, public participation in. environmental decision-making, and access o

J‘AJ' ice

oY) Invowement cf the Reputlic of Moldova in leadirig Working Groups on access to information

to encourage the exchange of gocod practices and regional cooperatior:.
i) Develcpment of a new regulatcry act aimed at improving puplic participation in

yvenvironmental decision-making, enhancing administrative transparency and public access to

.relevant information.

(b) Specific actions carried out to implement the measures:
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i) Development of the national strategy and plan for implarmentina the Convention.
ii) Aporoval of regulations for public participation i dacision-making processes.
i) Digitization and accessibility of environmental data througn spedialized portais,
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